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1.1:  New Eurostat Regional GDP data

Key messages
• The Border’s GDP per capita has dropped to 52% of the EU27 average, the lowest since records 

began.
• The Border’s GDP per capita – as a % of the EU27 average – was notably lower than its previous 

peak of 98% in 2006.
• In 2021, the Northern and Western Region’s GDP per capita was 83% of the EU27 average.

1 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/regions/data/database
2 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/regions/data/database
3 Purchasing power standard
4 https://www.nwra.ie/news/coronavirus-the-towns-most-economically-at-risk/
5 “More Developed Regions” are regions with a GDP per capita above 100% of the EU27 average during the evaluation period (2015-2017)
6 https://www.nwra.ie/pdfs/NWRA-RSES-2020-2032.pdf

According to the latest available Eurostat statistics 1, the Northern and Western Region’s GDP per capita was 83 per 
cent of the EU27 average as of 2021. Although this represents an increase of 4 percentage points relative to 2020, the 
Northern and Western Region’s GDP per capita remains 11 percentage points lower than the region’s corresponding 
ratio in 2010, and 22 percentage points lower compared to the region’s previous peak of 105 per cent as of 2006, as 
evident from Figure 1. The Northern and Western Region does not seem to be affected by the distortions associated 
with regional GDP figures in Ireland.

Eurostat have also released their latest NUTS 3 Regional GDP figures2, with these statistics showing the economic 
performance of the Border and the West relative to the EU27 average between 2000 and 2020. The Border’s GDP per 
capita (PPS3) – as a percentage of the EU27 average – was estimated to be 52 per cent in 2020, representing a decline 
of 13 percentage points compared to 2019; suggesting that the economic impact of COVID-19 in the Border may have 
been notably acute, in line with the findings of the COVID-19 Regional Economic Analysis4.

As evident from Figure 3, the Border’s GDP per capita – as a percentage of the EU27 average – was down 46 percentage 
points on its previous peak of 98 per cent as of 2006 and was down 21 percentage points on its performance a decade 
ago, when the Border’s GDP per capita was 73 per cent of the EU27 average. Encouragingly, the West’s GDP per capita 
– as a percentage of the EU27 average – rose to 103 per cent in 2020, which was the first time the region was above the 
EU27 average since 2015 and represents a 9 percentage point increase relative to its performance in 2019. That said, 
the West’s GDP per capita remains 8 percentage points below its peak of 111 per cent in 2012. 

Such figures reinforce the need to develop a policy of “Positive Discrimination” in favour of the Northern and Western 
Region – particularly the Border Region – by providing a higher rate of investment – per head of population – in our 
region’s infrastructure assets. Furthermore, it is clear that a sizeable stimulus package for the Northern and Western 
Region’s economy is needed to provide a platform for the region to improve its economic performance and regain its 
previously held status as a “More Developed Region”5. Any additional funding resources provided need to support the 
strategic priorities of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy6 of the Northern and Western Region, namely for the 
region to be more “Urban”, “Connected”, “Smart”, “Specialised”, “Green” and focused on “People and Places”.
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Figure 1: GDP per capita – as a percentage of the EU27 average – for the Northern and Western Region, 2000-
2021 (PPS)7

Source: Eurostat

Figure 2: GDP per capita – as a percentage of the EU27 average – for the NUTS 2 Regions of Europe, 2021 (PPS)

Source: Eurostat

7 All data is subject to updates
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Figure 3: GDP per capita – as a % of the EU27 average – for the Border and the West, 2000-2020

Source: Eurostat

Figure 4: GDP per capita – as a percentage of the EU27 average – for the NUTS 3 Regions of Europe, 2020 (PPS)

Source: Eurostat
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