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1:  Summary 

The Climate Action Plan has committed to having almost 1 million EVs on Irish roads by 2030, with 
its implementation central to supporting Ireland’s transition to a low carbon society. A variety of 
factors will be key to delivering on this ambitious objective including – but not limited to – the 
level, accessibility and quality of publicly available EV charge points across Ireland’s most rural 
oriented region under Project Ireland 2040, namely the Northern and Western Region.

1 https://www.nwra.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/northern-and-western-regional-assembly-submission-on-ntas-connecting-ireland.pdf
2 https://theicct.org/sites/default/files/publications/Ev-europe-rural-mar2021.pdf

The provision of publicly available EV charge points is particularly relevant for the Northern and Western 
Region, as this region – relative to other regions in Ireland – has the greatest potential to capitalise on the 
economic and environmental benefits associated with the uptake of EVs. Such potential is evident from the 
fact that residents in the Northern and Western Region are often completely reliant on private car journeys 
on a daily basis – due to the lack of alternative public transport options1 – while the rural composition 
of the region implies that our citizens generally have to travel long distances in order to reach basic and 
essential services. As a result, the uptake of EVs in this region offers significant opportunities to reduce 
carbon emissions and deliver significant cost savings to residents of the Northern and Western Region.  

In this regard, the provision of publicly available EV charge points will be instrumental in capitalising on 
these benefits and overcoming factors such as “range anxiety” – namely a fear that EV drivers will run out 
of power before reaching their destination – with such a factor considered one of the main reasons why 
citizens will not purchase an EV in rural areas.2 That said, despite the importance of publicly available EV 
charge points in encouraging the uptake of EVs, there seems to be a lack of this type of infrastructure across 
Ireland – particularly in the Northern and Western Region – with a step change required to accelerate 
Ireland’s transition to more sustainable forms of transport, both public and private.

https://www.nwra.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/northern-and-western-regional-assembly-submission-on-ntas-connecting-ireland.pdf
https://theicct.org/sites/default/files/publications/Ev-europe-rural-mar2021.pdf
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Within this context, the Northern and Western Regional Assembly has prepared the “Regional EV Charge 
Point Analysis” which has examined the number of publicly available EV charge points on the island of 
Ireland and – in collaboration with the survey company “Ireland-Thinks” – has undertaken a sizeable 
survey of residents based in the Northern and Western Region, identifying their attitudes on topics such 
as EVs, EV charge point infrastructure and how policymakers can encourage a greater uptake of EVs. Such 
an analysis will – amongst other things – inform policymakers of what is needed in order to encourage 
a greater uptake of EVs in the Northern and Western Region – and thereby reduce citizen’s dependency 
on unsustainable fossil fuel powered vehicles. Furthermore, the “Regional EV Charge Point Analysis” will 
also promote the deployment of targeted, convenient and safe recharging infrastructure while highlighting 
the degree to which this region is currently underserved in terms of publicly available EV charge points. 
In doing so, the “Regional EV Charge Point Analysis” will support the implementation of “Regional Policy 
Objective” (RPO) 6.33 and 6.34 of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES)3 of the Northern and 
Western Region and assist policymakers in implementing the Climate Action Plan 4 and the EV Charging 
Infrastructure Strategy 2022-2025.

In this regard, the analysis represents an extensive evidence base which provides a comprehensive and 
consistent approach in the identification of the level of publicly available EV charge points across each 
county on the island of Ireland, with the key findings of this analysis as follows:

3 https://www.nwra.ie/pdfs/NWRA-RSES-2020-2032.pdf
4 https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6223e-climate-action-plan-2021/

KEY FINDINGS

1. As of the 1st week of October 2022, 488 
publicly available EV charge points were 
located in the Northern and Western 
Region, which was lower than the 
corresponding total for Northern Ireland 
(529), the Southern Region (920) and the 
Eastern and Midland Region (1,261). 

2. The counties with the highest number of 
publicly available EV charge points were 
Dublin (639), Antrim (240), Cork (239), 
Kildare (174) and Galway (172), with 
the lowest number of publicly available 
EV charge points located in Leitrim (8), 
Longford (19), Monaghan (24), Offaly (27) 
and Fermanagh (29). 

3. Of the 8 counties of the Northern and 
Western Region, only Galway recorded a 
total number of publicly available EV charge 
points that was above 100, with relatively 
lower levels found in Donegal, (99), Mayo 
(81), Cavan (35), Sligo (35), Roscommon 
(34), Monaghan (24) and Leitrim (8).

4. The Northern and Western Region 
registered the lowest density of publicly 
available EV charge points on the island 
of Ireland, with 1.9 publicly available EV 

charge points for every 100 Km², which was 
below the average for the island of Ireland 
(3.8) and notably lower than the Southern 
Region (3.1), Northern Ireland (3.7) and the 
Eastern and Midland Region (8.7)

5. Urban oriented counties located in the 
Greater Dublin Area generally recorded 
densities that were above the average 
for the island of Ireland, with the highest 
concentration found in Dublin with 69 
publicly available EV charge points for every 
100 Km². Other counties to record an above 
average concentration included Kildare 
(10.3), Louth (10), Antrim (7.7), Wexford 
(6.2), Wicklow (5), Westmeath (4.2), 
Limerick (4.1) and Down (3.9). 

6. In contrast, rural oriented counties located 
in the Northern and Western Region 
and Northern Ireland generally recorded 
the lowest density of publicly available 
EV charge points, with only 0.5 publicly 
available EV charge points for every 100 
Km² in Leitrim, followed by Roscommon 
(1.3), Offaly (1.3), Mayo (1.4), Tyrone (1.5), 
Fermanagh (1.6), Longford (1.7), Cavan (1.8) 
and Monaghan (1.9).

https://www.nwra.ie/pdfs/NWRA-RSES-2020-2032.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6223e-climate-action-plan-2021/
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In conjunction to this, the Northern and Western Regional Assembly – in collaboration with the survey 
company “Ireland-Thinks”5 – also surveyed 559 residents based in the Northern and Western Region in 
September 2022, providing detailed and unique insights into the thoughts of residents on EVs, publicly 
available EV charge points and how policymakers can encourage a greater uptake of EVs within the Northern 
and Western Region through EV infrastructure and other policy initiatives. The main findings of the survey 
have been outlined below:

5 https://www.irelandthinks.ie/
6 Outstanding percentages relate to other responses (i.e. “unsure”, “somewhat likely”, “somewhat unlikely”)
7 EV charge points (up to 50kW DC) can charge a car up to 80% in as little as 30 minutes: https://esb.ie/what-we-do/ecars/essential-ev-driver-information

KEY FINDINGS

1. Of the 559 respondents from the Northern 
and Western Region, 79% noted that they 
were “very unlikely” to buy a new EV within 
the next 12 months, with only 3% noting that 
they were “very likely” to buy a new EV in the 
next 12 months.6 

2. That said, if more EV charge points were 
provided in public spaces, then the percentage 
of respondents that were “very unlikely” 
to buy a new EV within the next 12 months 
drops from 79% to 60%, while the percentage 
of respondents that were “very likely” to 
purchase an EV within the next 12 months 
rises from 3% to 7%.

3. Furthermore, if more “Fast” EV charge points 
(up to 50kw DC7) were provided in public 
spaces, then the percentage of respondents 
that were “very unlikely” to buy a new EV in 
the next 12 months drops from 79% to 57%, 
while the percentage of respondents that 
were “very likely” to purchase an EV within 
the next 12 months rises from 3% to 11%.

4. 81% of respondents in the Northern and 
Western Region felt that their local area does 
not have enough publicly available EV charge 
points relative to the rest of Ireland.

5. 39% of respondents ranked “Petrol stations” 
as their preferred location for more publicly 
available EV charge points in the Northern and 

Western Region, followed by housing estates 
(17%), town centres (16%), work locations 
(14%) and supermarket car parks (12%), while 
only 1% of respondents felt that more publicly 
available EV charge points should be located in 
sports clubs.

6. 31% felt that at least 2 EV charge points 
was needed for every village and town in 
order to encourage a greater uptake of EVs 
and to reduce “range anxiety”, with 20% of 
respondents feeling that at least 2 EV charge 
points was needed for every 5 kms, while 18% 
of respondents felt that at least 1 EV charge 
point was needed in every petrol station.

7. 44% of respondents noted that the high price 
of EVs was the main reason why they would 
not purchase an EV, with 24% noting they did 
not need / want a car, while 13% noted that 
“range anxiety” was the main reason why they 
would not purchase an EV.

8. The percentage of respondents that were 
“very likely” to purchase an EV within the 
next 12 months rises from 3% to 12%, if the 
government were to increase the maximum 
grant rate for EV purchases from €5,000 to 
€10,000.

9. 68% of respondents would support regionally 
targeted grants for EVs, while 18% would not 
support such a policy proposal.

https://www.irelandthinks.ie/
https://esb.ie/what-we-do/ecars/essential-ev-driver-information
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Based on the findings outlined in this analysis, it is clear that significant investment and support is needed in 
order to improve the level, availability and quality of publicly available EV charge points across the Northern 
and Western Region, particularly given the below average concentration of this type of infrastructure in 
the region and due to the relatively low levels of EVs sales, both in absolute terms and as a percentage of 
total car sales. Furthermore, as indicated by the results of this sizeable and unique survey, the provision of 
additional high quality EV charge points and enhanced grant rates were “very likely” to encourage more 
residents from the Northern and Western Region to purchase an EV in the next 12 months. Failure to do 
so will restrict the ability of policymakers to deliver on the ambitious targets outlined in the Climate Action 
Plan and undermine the potential that exists for rural regions in utilizing EVs as a means of supporting more 
sustainable transport patterns. 
In addition to providing the evidence base that has been presented in this analysis, the Northern and Western 
Regional Assembly has also made a number of recommendations that should be considered in the future 
deployment of publicly available EV charge points and as part of other initiatives that will distribute financial 
resources that aims to encourage a greater uptake of EVs in Ireland. Such recommendations should also 
inform the ongoing public discussion with respect to the implementation of the Climate Action Plan and 
Ireland’s transition to more sustainable forms of transport. These recommendations can be found below:

1. Enhance the level of funding provided under the Climate Action Fund so that more publicly available 
EV charge points can be installed in the Northern and Western Region, particularly “Fast” and “High-
Powered8” EV charge points.

2. Ensure the deployment of future publicly available EV charge points are predominantly located in 
convenient and accessible locations, such as petrol stations, town centres, housing estates, work 
locations and supermarket car parks – while there should be at least 2 publicly available EV charge 
points for every village and town in the Northern and Western Region.

3. Remove the co-financing requirement for the “Electric Vehicle Public Charge Point Grant9” for Local 
Authorities that are based in the Northern and Western Region.

4. Implement regionally targeted grants for EV purchases valued between €20,000 and €60,000 so that 
citizens living in rural communities receive higher grant rates compared to citizens living in urban 
communities. 

5. Explore the possibility of increasing the maximum grant of €5,000 for EV purchases valued between 
€20,000 and €60,000 and examine the merits of enhancing other financial reliefs associated with a 
purchase of an EV.

6. Launch a regional promotional campaign across the Northern and Western Region to highlight the 
benefits of government supports and grants available to purchase an EV.

8 https://esb.ie/what-we-do/ecars/essential-ev-driver-information
9 https://www.seai.ie/grants/electric-vehicle-grants/public-charge-point/

https://esb.ie/what-we-do/ecars/essential-ev-driver-information
https://www.seai.ie/grants/electric-vehicle-grants/public-charge-point/
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2:  Introduction

The Northern and Western Regional Assembly plays a key role in advocating for policies and 
preparing research that will support sustainable regional development in the Northern and Western 
Region. Such a role involves providing evidence based advice and support to other appropriate 
public bodies of the regional implications of their policies and plans, with the Assembly’s specific 
focus on leading best practice in spatial planning and economic development in the Northern 
and Western Region as well as supporting the region’s transition to a low carbon society

Under this remit – and in order to support the implementation of the RSES of the Northern and Western 
Region – the Northern and Western Regional Assembly has developed the “Regional EV Charge Point 
Analysis” to:

1. Identify the level of publicly available EV charge points in the Northern and Western Region – in absolute 
terms and per 100 Km² – compared to the national norm.

2. Identify the level of EV sales in the Northern and Western Region – in absolute terms and as a percentage 
of total car sales – compared to the national average.

3. Identify the opinions of residents based in the Northern and Western Region, with respect to the level, 
accessibility and quality of publicly available EV charge points in the region and how policymakers can 
encourage a greater uptake of EVs within the region through EV infrastructure and other policy initiatives.

In doing so, the “Regional EV Charge Point Analysis” will inform policymakers that wish to support the 
Northern and Western Region’s transition to a low carbon society and to support the implementation of 
the Climate Action Plan in the coming years, with such an analysis providing an extensive evidence base 
which will:

• Support the implementation of RPO 6.33, namely “Reduce dependency on the fossil-fuel powered 
vehicles”

• Support the implementation of RPO 6.34, namely “Promote the deployment of targeted, convenient 
and safe recharging infrastructure across the region to meet the changing needs of the electric vehicle 
with particular emphasis in public parking areas and employment locations”

• Support the implementation of a variety of actions outlined in the Climate Action Plan, specifically: 
◊	 Action 273 which aims to “Identify options to increase EV uptake to support the transition away 

from grant supports”
◊	 Action 276 which aims to “Enable greater EV infrastructure roll-out for passenger cars and vans”
◊	 Action 278 which aims to “Launch a Destination Charger Scheme to install publicly accessible EV 

charging infrastructure”
• Inform the implementation of the EV Charging Infrastructure Strategy 2022-2025

The provision of this evidence base could not be more important for rural oriented regions – such as the 
Northern and Western Region – with EVs and publicly available EV charge points offering rural communities 
significant opportunities to reduce their carbon emissions and generate significant travel cost savings. 
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Therefore, such an evidence base will play an important role in highlighting the need to deliver more EV 
charge points across the Northern and Western Region.

To develop this evidence base, the Northern and Western Regional Assembly – in collaboration with the 
survey company “Ireland-Thinks10” – surveyed 559 residents based in the Northern and Western Region, 
providing detailed and unique insights into the thoughts of residents on the level, accessibility and challenges 
associated with the region’s EV charge point infrastructure and how residents feel these challenges could 
be solved to encourage a greater uptake of EVs. The survey results – which uniquely capture the insights of 
residents living in a rural region – outline the thoughts of residents from the Northern and Western Region 
on topics such as, but are not limited to:

• Existing and future demand for EVs in the Northern and Western Region and the barriers to purchasing 
an EV

• The level, accessibility and quality of publicly available EV charge points in the Northern and Western 
Region and its potential effect on future demand for EVs

• Resident’s ideal locations for and distance from publicly available EV charge points in the Northern 
and Western Region

• The awareness of government grants for purchasing an EV and whether enhanced or new supports 
would increase demand for EVs within the Northern and Western Region

In this regard, a total of 559 residents from the counties of the Northern and Western Region took part in 
the survey between the 2nd and 19th of September 2022. Given that national polling results generally focus 
on sample sizes around 1,000 respondents, such a sample size will provide a comprehensive insight into 
the thoughts of residents based in a rural region such as the Northern and Western Region, therefore such 
results may be helpful to policymakers in other geographical areas with similar characteristics.

Furthermore, in developing this evidence base and highlighting the need for more publicly available EV 
charge points in the Northern and Western Region, the Assembly has also utilised well established EV 
charge point data sources – such as Plugshare11, OpenCharge Map12 and the ESB’s “EV Charge Point Map”13. 
By using these datasets, the Assembly has been able to examine the number of EV charge points that are 
available in the public domain14 for each county on the island of Ireland, while the use of EV sales data 
from the Central Statistics Office (CSO)15 has allowed the Assembly to examine whether geographical areas 
with low levels of publicly available EV charge points are also associated with low levels of EV sales. These 
datasets were selected for the following reasons, namely:

1. The ESB owns and operates the biggest and most extensive EV charging network on the island of Ireland,16 
therefore the use of data from the ESB’s “EV Charge Point Map” was considered notably important in 
providing a comprehensive estimate of the number of publicly available EV charge points in Ireland

2. Data from Plugshare and OpenCharge Map provide detailed and up-to-date information on the number 
of publicly available EV charge points from the key market providers outside of the ESB, including but 
not limited to EasyGo, Circle K, Applegreen, Ionity and Tesla.

3. Data from Plugshare and OpenCharge Map are updated regularly with feedback from EV users of these 
sites, while data from the ESB’s “EV Charge Point Map” provides real time information on the use and 

10 https://www.irelandthinks.ie/
11 https://www.plugshare.com/
12 https://openchargemap.org/site
13 https://esb.ie/what-we-do/ecars/charge-point-map
14 EV charge points outside of private households
15 https://data.cso.ie/table/TEM27
16 https://esb.ie/what-we-do/ecars/essential-ev-driver-information

https://www.irelandthinks.ie/
https://www.plugshare.com/
https://openchargemap.org/site
https://esb.ie/what-we-do/ecars/charge-point-map
https://data.cso.ie/table/TEM27
https://esb.ie/what-we-do/ecars/essential-ev-driver-information


Regional EV Charge Point Analysis7

NWRA

availability of its EV charge points. 
4. Data from Plugshare17 and OpenCharge Map provides photographic evidence of publicly available EV 

charge points across the island of Ireland.
5. Data from the CSO – as Ireland’s official national statistics office – acts as a reliable source of information 

for EV sales in Ireland.

In identifying the number of publicly available EV charge points across Ireland, the Northern and Western 
Regional Assembly has adopted a unit of measurement which identifies the number of EV charge points18 
available at a given EV unit or station, with such an approach in line with the ESB’s methodology in calculating 
the number of EV charge points that it owns, manages and maintains within its own network. For information 
purposes and under this unit of measurement, it should be noted that a publicly available EV charge point 
would be the plug that is inserted into the EV in order to charge the battery or it would be a socket on an 
EV unit which allows an owner to charge their EV using their own cable.

Such an approach attempts to capture all EV charge points in the public domain – namely all charge points 
outside of private households – taking into account EV charge points that are located in a variety of public 
settings, such as – but not limited to – town centres, car parks, fuel stations, supermarkets, sports clubs, 
community centres, industrial estates and hotels. Such an analysis only identifies the number of publicly 
available EV charge points that have been noted as being available at a given EV unit or station as of the 
1st week of October 2022, with such analysis not taking into account other factors such as the availability 
of car spaces beside the EV charge point, usage restrictions and charges, technological issues and other 
practical matters. 
.

17 Photographic evidence of an EV charge point at a location is the norm on Plugshare 
18 From a visual perspective, a EV charge point would be the plug that is inserted into the EV in order to charge the battery or it would be a socket on an EV 

unit which allows an owner to charge their EV using their own cable
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Regional EV Charge Point Analysis

Section 3 of this analysis will examine the level and availability of publicly available EV charge 
points across the island of Ireland, and whether Ireland’s most rural oriented region under Project 
Ireland 2040 – namely the Northern and Western Region – is underserved in terms of this type 
of infrastructure. 

19 https://www.plugshare.com/
20 https://openchargemap.org/site
21 https://esb.ie/what-we-do/ecars/charge-point-map
22 EV charge points outside of private households

Using data from Plugshare19, OpenCharge Map 20 and the ESB’s “EV Charge Point Map 21”, the Northern and 
Western Regional Assembly has been able to examine the number of publicly available EV charge points22 
on the island of Ireland, as of the 1st week of October 2022. As evident from Table 1, the Northern and 
Western Regional Assembly identified 488 publicly available EV charge points located in the Northern and 
Western Region as of October 2022, which was the lowest out of the 4 NUTS 2 Regions of the island of 
Ireland and lower than the corresponding totals for Northern Ireland (529), the Southern Region (920) and 
the Eastern and Midland Region (1,261). In total, the Northern and Western Regional Assembly estimates 
that 3,198 publicly available EV charge points are likely to be located on the island of Ireland. 

As can be seen from Table 2, the Northern and Western Regional Assembly identified the counties with the 
highest number of publicly available EV charge points, which were Dublin (639), Antrim (240), Cork (239), 
Kildare (174) and Galway (172), with the lowest number of publicly available EV charge points found in 
Leitrim (8), Longford (19), Monaghan (24), Offaly (27) and Fermanagh (29). Of the 8 counties in the Northern 
and Western Region, only Galway recorded a total number of publicly available EV charge points that was 
above 100, with lower totals found in Donegal, (99), Mayo (81), Cavan (35), Sligo (35), Roscommon (34), 
Monaghan (24) and Leitrim (8). Of the counties in Northern Ireland, Antrim recorded the highest number 
of publicly available EV charge points at 239, followed by Down at 97, Derry at 70, Tyrone at 50, Armagh 
at 43 and Fermanagh at 29.

Table 1: Absolute number of EV charge points located on the island of Ireland, as of October 2022

Region Number of EV Charge Points
Eastern and Midland Region 1,261 
Southern Region 920 
Northern Ireland 529 
Northern and Western Region 488 
Island of Ireland (total) 3,198 

Source: Northern and Western Regional Assembly’s calculation using data from Plugshare, OpenCharge Map and the ESB’s “EV Charge Point Map”

https://www.plugshare.com/
https://openchargemap.org/site
https://esb.ie/what-we-do/ecars/charge-point-map


Regional EV Charge Point Analysis9

NWRA

Table 2: Absolute number of EV charge points located on the island of Ireland, as of October 2022

County Number of EV Charge Points
Dublin 639 
Antrim 240 
Cork 239 
Kildare 174 
Galway 172 
Wexford 146 
Limerick 113 
Kerry 108 
Wicklow 102 
Donegal 99 
Down 97 
Clare 89 
Tipperary 84 
Louth 83 
Mayo 81 
Westmeath 78 
Meath 74 
Derry 70 
Laois 65 
Waterford 57 
Kilkenny 52 
Tyrone 50 
Armagh 43 
Cavan 35 
Sligo 35 
Roscommon 34 
Carlow 32 
Fermanagh 29 
Offaly 27 
Monaghan 24 
Longford 19 
Leitrim 8 
Island of Ireland (total) 3,198 

Source: Northern and Western Regional Assembly’s calculation using data from Plugshare, OpenCharge Map and the ESB’s “EV Charge Point Map”
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Figure 1: Absolute number of EV charge points located on the island of Ireland, as of October 2022
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As evident from Tables 1 and 2, publicly available EV charge points – in absolute terms – seem to be generally 
concentrated in urban oriented regions and counties with relatively less publicly available EV charge points 
found in counties in the Northern and Western Region and Northern Ireland. That said, such information 
does not take into account the unique geographical dimensions of all regions and counties across the island 
of Ireland, which is quite relevant considering the varying range of EVs in terms of distance and battery size 
and due to factors such as “range anxiety”. Therefore, using the above information and data from Ordnance 
Survey Ireland (OSI)23, Section 3 also analyses the number of publicly available EV charge points for every 
100 Km² for the 4 NUTS 2 Regions of Ireland and the counties of the island of Ireland, thereby capturing 
the density of publicly available EV charge points in Ireland.

As can be seen from Table 3 and of the 4 NUTS 2 Regions of the island of Ireland, the Eastern and Midland 
Region recorded the highest density of publicly available EV charge points, with 8.7 publicly available EV 
charge points for every 100 Km², which was higher than the average for the island of Ireland which was 3.8. 
Of the 4 NUTS 2 Regions of the island of Ireland, the Northern and Western Region registered the lowest 
density of publicly available EV charge points, with 1.9 publicly available EV charge points for every 100 
Km², which was below the average for the island of Ireland and also notably lower than Northern Ireland 
(3.7) and the Southern Region (3.1).

23 https://osi.ie/

Table 3: Number of publicly available EV charge points for every 100 Km², for the 4 NUTS 2 Regions 
of the island of Ireland, as of October 2022

Region Number of EV Charge Points
Eastern and Midland Region 8.7
Island of Ireland 3.8
Northern Ireland 3.7
Southern Region 3.1
Northern and Western Region 1.9

Source: Northern and Western Regional Assembly’s calculation using data from Plugshare, OpenCharge Map and the ESB’s “EV Charge Point Map”

As evident from Table 4, urban oriented counties located in the Greater Dublin Area generally recorded 
densities that were above the all-island average, with the highest concentration found in Dublin with 69 
publicly available EV charge points for every 100 Km². Other counties to record above average densities 
included Kildare (10.3 publicly available EV charge points per 100 Km²), Louth (10), Antrim (7.7), Wexford 
(6.2), Wicklow (5), Westmeath (4.2), Limerick (4.1) and Down (3.9). In contrast, rural oriented counties 
located in the Northern and Western Region and Northern Ireland recorded the lowest density of publicly 
available EV charge points, with only 0.5 publicly available EV charge points for every 100 Km² in Leitrim. This 
was followed by other counties such as Roscommon (1.3), Offaly (1.3), Mayo (1.4), Tyrone (1.5), Fermanagh 
(1.6), Longford (1.7), Cavan (1.8) and Monaghan (1.9).

https://osi.ie/
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Table 4: Number of publicly available EV charge points for every 100 Km², for the counties of the 
island of Ireland, as of October 2022

County Number of EV Charge Points
Dublin 69.0
Kildare 10.3
Louth 10.0
Antrim 7.7
Wexford 6.2
Wicklow 5.0
Westmeath 4.2
Limerick 4.1
Down 3.9
Island of Ireland 3.8
Laois 3.8
Carlow 3.6
Derry 3.3
Armagh 3.2
Cork 3.2
Meath 3.2
Waterford 3.1
Galway 2.8
Clare 2.6
Kilkenny 2.5
Kerry 2.2
Donegal 2.0
Tipperary 2.0
Sligo 1.9
Monaghan 1.9
Cavan 1.8
Longford 1.7
Fermanagh 1.6
Tyrone 1.5
Mayo 1.4
Offaly 1.3
Roscommon 1.3
Leitrim 0.5

Source: Northern and Western Regional Assembly’s calculation using data from Plugshare, OpenCharge Map and the ESB’s “EV Charge Point Map”

Notably, all 8 counties of the Northern and Western Region recorded a ratio which was below the average 
for the island of Ireland, therefore – for every 100 Km² – it is clear that Ireland’s most rural oriented region 
under Project Ireland 2040 – namely the Northern and Western Region – is underserved in terms of publicly 
available EV charge points. 
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Figure 2: Number of publicly available EV charge points for every 100 Km², for the counties of the 
island of Ireland, as of October 2022
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Having considered the scale of EV infrastructure across the island of Ireland, it is also important to examine 
– at a high-level – whether geographical areas with low levels of publicly available EV charge points – per 
100 Km² – are associated with low levels of EV sales, both in absolute terms and as a percentage of total 
car sales. At the time of writing, only EV sales data from the CSO was available for the 3 NUTS 2 Regions 
of Ireland – namely the Northern and Western Region, the Southern Region and the Eastern and Midland 
Region – with this CSO data unavailable for Northern Ireland.  Therefore, Table 5 outlines the number of 
publicly available EV charge points located for every 100 Km² by the NUTS 2 Regions of Ireland and by 
county, along with the total number of EV sales and these sales as a percentage of total car sales between 
January and August 2022. It is important to note that Table 5 has been ranked by the number of publicly 
available EV charge points for every 100 Km². 

As evident from Table 5, the Northern and Western Region – which registered the lowest number of publicly 
available EV charge points for every 100 Km² – also recorded the lowest number of EV sales of the 3 NUTS 
2 Regions of Ireland, both in absolute terms (1,316) and as a percentage of total car sales (7.2%). EV sales 
– as a percentage of total car sales – in the Northern and Western Region was below the State average24 
of 10.1%. In contrast, the Eastern and Midland Region – which recorded the highest number of publicly 
available EV charge points for every 100 Km² – also registered the highest number of EV sales of the 3 NUTS 
2 Regions of Ireland, both in absolute terms (7,458) and as a percentage of total car sales (11.8%).

At a high-level, such a correlation between publicly available EV charge points and EV sales generally 
holds when this information is examined on a county level albeit there are exceptions in this regard. For 
example, 4 out of the 6 counties where EVs accounted for 10% or higher of total car sales also registered 
an above average concentration of publicly available EV charge points for every 100 Km², while 6 of the 7 
counties where EVs accounted for 7% or less of total car sales also recorded a below average concentration 
of publicly available EV charge points for every 100 Km². That said, it is important to note that the level of 
EV sales – on a county and regional basis – is likely to be dependent on a variety of factors outside of the 
level of publicly available EV charge points per 100 Km² – including but not limited to – disposable income 
levels, EV grants, social factors and other matters related to EVs.

24 State average refers to the 3 NUTS 2 Regions of Ireland since Northern Ireland EV sales data was not available at the time of writing
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Table 5: Number of publicly available EV charge points for every 100 Km² – as of the 1st week of 
October 2022 – versus the absolute number of EV sales and EV sales as a percentage of total 
car sales between January and August 2022

County Number of publicly 
available EV charge 

points for every 100 
Km²

Number of EV sales 
(Absolute terms)

EV sales 
(as a % of total car 

sales)

Dublin 69.0 5,031 12%
Kildare 10.3 670 12%
Louth 10.0 232 7%
Wexford 6.2 317 8%
Wicklow 5.0 480 16%
Westmeath 4.2 189 10%
Limerick 4.1 339 9%
Laois 3.8 140 9%
Carlow 3.6 122 9%
Cork 3.2 1,191 9%
Meath 3.2 560 11%
Waterford 3.1 254 7%
Galway 2.8 505 9%
Clare 2.6 212 8%
Kilkenny 2.5 188 9%
Kerry 2.2 205 8%
Donegal 2.0 188 5%
Tipperary 2.0 286 9%
Sligo 1.9 154 12%
Monaghan 1.9 56 4%
Cavan 1.8 94 6%
Longford 1.7 43 5%
Mayo 1.4 181 8%
Offaly 1.3 113 8%
Roscommon 1.3 94 4%
Leitrim 0.5 44 8%
Region
Northern & Western Region 1.9 1,316 7.2%
Southern Region 3.1 3,114 8.6%
Eastern & Midland Region 8.7 7,458 11.8%

Source: Northern and Western Regional Assembly’s calculation using data from the CSO Plugshare, OpenCharge Map and the ESB’s “EV Charge Point Map”
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Regional EV Charge Point Analysis

Notwithstanding the fact that the majority of EV charging will be done in private households, 
it is clear that Ireland’s most rural oriented region under Project Ireland 2040 – namely the 
Northern and Western Region – is underserved in terms of publicly available EV charge points. 
In conjunction to this, the Northern and Western Region also recorded the lowest number of 
EV sales – both in absolute terms and as a percentage of total car sales – out of all the regions 
in Ireland, despite the fact that this region has the greatest potential in utilising EVs given the 
region’s limited availability of public transport options, rural dimension and geographical size. 

Within this context, the Northern and Western Regional Assembly – in collaboration with the survey company 
“Ireland-Thinks” – has surveyed 559 residents based in the Northern and Western Region, providing detailed 
and unique insights into the thoughts of residents on EVs, publicly available EV charge points and how 
policymakers can encourage a greater uptake of EVs within the Northern and Western Region. The survey 
results focus on topics such as, but are not limited to:

• Existing and future demand for EVs in the Northern and Western Region and the barriers to purchasing 
an EV

• The level, accessibility and quality of publicly available EV charge points in the Northern and Western 
Region and its potential effect on future demand for EVs

• Resident’s ideal locations and distance from publicly available EV charge points in the Northern and 
Western Region

• The awareness of government grants for purchasing an EV and whether enhanced or new supports 
would increase demand for EVs within the Northern and Western Region

In doing so, the evidence base presented in these survey results – and the data presented in the previous 
section – will inform policymakers that wish to support the Northern and Western Region’s transition to 
a low carbon society and to support the implementation of the Climate Action Plan in the coming years, 
with such an analysis providing an extensive evidence base which will:

1. Support the implementation of RPO 6.33, namely “Reduce dependency on the fossil-fuel powered 
vehicles”

2. Support the implementation of RPO 6.34, namely “Promote the deployment of targeted, convenient 
and safe recharging infrastructure across the region to meet the changing needs of the electric vehicle 
with particular emphasis in public parking areas and employment locations”

3. Support the implementation of a variety of actions outlined in the Climate Action Plan, specifically: 
◊	 Action 273 which aims to “Identify options to increase EV uptake to support the transition away 

from grant supports”
◊	 Action 276 which aims to “Enable greater EV infrastructure roll-out for passenger cars and vans”
◊	 Action 278 which aims to “Launch a Destination Charger Scheme to install publicly accessible EV 

charging infrastructure”
4. Inform the implementation of the EV Charging Infrastructure Strategy 2022-2025
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In collaboration with the Northern and Western Regional Assembly, the survey was carried out by “Ireland-
Thinks”, with a total of 559 residents from the Northern and Western Region taking part in this exercise 
between the 2nd and 19th of September 2022.25 Given that national surveys generally focus on sample sizes 
around 1,000 respondents, such a significant sampling size for a rural region will provide comprehensive 
insights into the thoughts of residents based in the Northern and Western Region, therefore such results 
may be relevant for policymakers in other rural regions with similar characteristics to the Northern and 
Western Region. 

25 Standard margin of error of 5%
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4.1: Detailed Regional Survey Results
It is important to note that the detailed results of the survey will be categorised by the order that the relevant 
questions were asked to respondents, with the questions outlined in bold text and numbered throughout 
this sub-section. Background information on the respondents – such as gender, income, county, area type, 
education attainment, car ownership and tenure – will not be presented and only the overall results will be 
displayed in this sub-section. Furthermore, the results will be presented in percentage terms using tables, 
with a short description included underneath each table in order to highlight the finding of the question, 
while some of the results have been presented in a ranking system (i.e., order of preference). 

Q 1: What do you believe are the chances that you will buy a new EV, not a hybrid, within twelve 
months? 

Response Option Response Rate (% of Respondents)
Very likely 3%
Somewhat likely 4%
I am unsure 1%
Somewhat unlikely 12%
Very unlikely 79%
Other 0%

Source: Northern and Western Regional Assembly and Ireland-Thinks

Of the respondents from the Northern and Western Region, 79% of residents noted that they were “very 
unlikely” to buy a new EV within the next 12 months, with only 3% noting that they were “very likely” to 
buy a new EV in the next 12 months

Q 2: Why? (i.e. this is asking for the rationale of the respondent with respect to their answer to 
question 1) 

Response Option Response Rate (% of Respondents)
Can’t afford an EV / too expensive 54%
Don’t Drive 7%
Lack of EV charging infrastructure 6%
I have already got a new car 5%
Electricity shortages / costs 4%
I already have an EV 3%

Source: Northern and Western Regional Assembly and Ireland-Thinks. Top 6 reasons included for this table, with other reasons excluded

Of the respondents from the Northern and Western Region, 54% of residents noted that the option titled 
“can’t afford an EV / too expensive” explained their answer to question 1. This was followed by “don’t drive” 
at 7% and a “Lack of EV charging infrastructure” at 6%.
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Q 3: Relative to the rest of the country: do you think your local area has enough publicly 
available EV charge points?

Response Option Response Rate (% of Respondents)
No 81%
Unsure 15%
Yes 5%

Source: Northern and Western Regional Assembly and Ireland-Thinks. Due to rounding issues, the percentages in this table do not exactly sum to 100%.

Of the respondents from the Northern and Western Region, 81% felt that their local area does not have 
enough publicly available EV charge points relative to the rest of Ireland. Of the respondents within the 
Northern and Western Region, 15% were unsure, while 5% felt their local area in the Northern and Western 
Region had enough publicly available EV charge points. 

Q 4: How would you evaluate the current level of EV charge points in your local area?

Response Option Response Rate (% of Respondents)
They are far too few 60%
There are somewhat too few 20%
Unsure 15%
There is the right amount 3%
There are too many 2%

Source: Northern and Western Regional Assembly and Ireland-Thinks. 

Of the respondents from the Northern and Western Region, 60% noted that “there are far too few” publicly 
available EV charge points in their local area in the Northern and Western Region, while 20% noted that 
“there was somewhat too few”. Only 3% of respondents felt that there was “the right amount” of publicly 
available EV charge points in their local area in the Northern and Western Region, while only 2% felt that 
“there are too many”.

Q 5: At which of the following locations should there be more EV charge points? 1st preference

Response Option Response Rate (% of Respondents)
Petrol Stations 39%
Housing Estates 17%
Town Centres 16%
Work Locations 14%
Supermarket Car Parks 12%
Sport Clubs 1%
Hotels 0%

Source: Northern and Western Regional Assembly and Ireland-Thinks. Due to rounding issues, the percentages in this table do not exactly sum to 100%.

Of the respondents from the Northern and Western Region, 39% of residents ranked “Petrol stations” as 
their preferred location for more publicly available EV charge points, followed by housing estates (17%), 
town centres (16%), work locations (14%) and supermarket car parks (12%), while only 1% of respondents 
felt that additional EV charge points should be located in “Sports clubs”.
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Q 6: What level of EV charge points do you think would be needed in order to encourage a 
greater uptake of EVs and to reduce range anxiety? 1st preference

Response Option Response Rate (% of Respondents)
To have at least two EV charge points in every village 
& town

31%

To have at least two EV charge points every 5kms 20%
To have at least one EV charge point in every petrol 
station

18%

To have at least two EV charge points in every town 15%
To have at least two EV charge points every 10kms 10%
Unsure 5%

Source: : Northern and Western Regional Assembly and Ireland-Thinks. Due to rounding issues, the percentages in this table do not exactly sum to 100%.

Of the respondents from the Northern and Western Region, 31% felt that at least 2 EV charge points was 
needed for every village and town in order to encourage a greater uptake of EVs and to reduce “range 
anxiety”, with 20% of respondents’ preferred option being to have at least 2 EV charge points every 5 km, 
while 18% of respondents wanted to have at least 1 EV charge point in every petrol station.

Q 7: If there were more EV charge points in public spaces what do you believe are the chances 
that you would buy an EV not a hybrid within the next twelve months

Response Option Response Rate (% of Respondents)
Very likely 7%
Somewhat likely 15%
I am unsure 5%
Somewhat unlikely 13%
Very unlikely 60%

Source: Northern and Western Regional Assembly and Ireland-Thinks. 

Of the respondents from the Northern and Western Region, 60% felt it was “very unlikely” that they would 
buy an EV within the next 12 months, even if there were more EV charge points in public spaces. In total, 
7% said it was “very likely” that they would buy an EV within the next 12 months if there were more EV 
charge points in public spaces, while 15% noted it was “somewhat likely” that they would purchase an EV 
within 12 months if there were more EV charge points in public spaces.

Q 8: How long do you think it normally takes to charge an EV at a publicly available EV charge 
point?

Response Option Response Rate (% of Respondents)
30 minutes 24%
1 hour 32%
2 hours 19%
3 hours 10%
4 hours 16%
5 minutes 1%

Source: Northern and Western Regional Assembly and Ireland-Thinks. Due to rounding issues, the percentages in this table do not exactly sum to 100%.
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Of the respondents from the Northern and Western Region, 24% felt that it took 30 minutes to charge an 
EV at a publicly available EV charge point, while 32% felt it took an hour.

26 https://esb.ie/what-we-do/ecars/essential-ev-driver-information#:~:text=Standard%20chargers%20(up%20to%2050kW,stations%20and%20selected%20
car%20parks.&text=We%20are%20ramping%20up%20our,Motorway%20and%20national%20road%20sites.

Q 9: According to the ESB,26 EV fast chargers (up to 50kW DC) can generally charge a EV up to 
80% in as little as 30 minutes. What do you believe are the chances that you would buy an 
EV within the next twelve months if there was more of these fast chargers?

Response Option Response Rate (% of Respondents)
Very Likely 11%
Somewhat Likely 11%
I am unsure 2%
Somewhat unlikely 19%
Very unlikely 57%

Source: Northern and Western Regional Assembly and Ireland-Thinks. Due to rounding issues, the percentages in this table do not exactly sum to 100%.

Of the respondents from the Northern and Western Region, 57% felt it was “very unlikely” that they would 
buy an EV within the next 12 months, even if there were more “Fast” EV charge points (up to 50kw DC) in 
public spaces. Of the respondents, 11% said it was “very likely” that they would buy an EV within the next 
12 months if there were more of these “Fast” EV charge points in public spaces, while 11% noted it was 
“somewhat likely” that they would purchase an EV within 12 months if there was more “Fast” EV charge 
points in public spaces. 

Q 10: What is the maximum you be willing to pay for a new EV?

Response Option Response Rate (% of Respondents)
I would not be interested in purchasing an EV 21%
Less than €2,500 4%
€2,500 1%
€5,000 5%
€7,500 2%
€10,000 6%
€12,500 3%
€15,000 7%
€17,500 4%
€20,000 12%
€22,500 4%
€25,000 5%
€27,500 1%
€30,000 14%
More than €30,000 8%
Unsure 3%

Source: Northern and Western Regional Assembly and Ireland-Thinks. 

Of the respondents from the Northern and Western Region, 8% were willing to pay more than €30,000 for 
a new EV. Notably, 53% of respondents noted that the maximum price that they were willing to pay for a 
new EV was €25,000 or less. 

https://esb.ie/what-we-do/ecars/essential-ev-driver-information#:~:text=Standard%20chargers%20(up%20to%2050kW,stations%20and%20selected%20car%20parks.&text=We%20are%20ramping%20up%20our,Motorway%20and%20national%20road%20sites.
https://esb.ie/what-we-do/ecars/essential-ev-driver-information#:~:text=Standard%20chargers%20(up%20to%2050kW,stations%20and%20selected%20car%20parks.&text=We%20are%20ramping%20up%20our,Motorway%20and%20national%20road%20sites.
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Q 11: Are you aware of any government grants in respect of purchasing an EV?

Response Option Response Rate (% of Respondents)
Yes 32%
Yes, but not the specifics 28%
No 37%
Unsure 3%
Other 0%

Source: : Northern and Western Regional Assembly and Ireland-Thinks. 

Of the respondents from the Northern and Western Region, 37% noted that they were not aware of any 
government grants in respect of purchasing an EV. In contrast, 32% noted that they were aware of government 
grants with respect to purchasing an EV.

Q 12: At the moment, the government provides a maximum grant of €5,000 for EV purchases 
valued between €20,000 and €60,000. If this increased to €10,000 then what is the 
likelihood that you would purchase an EV in the next twelve months?

Response Option Response Rate (% of Respondents)
Very likely 12%
Somewhat likely 21%
I am unsure 5%
Somewhat unlikely 13%
Very unlikely 49%

Source: : Northern and Western Regional Assembly and Ireland-Thinks. 

Of the respondents from the Northern and Western Region, 49% noted that it was “very unlikely” that they 
would purchase an EV in the next 12 months even if the government increased the maximum grant rate 
from €5,000 to €10,000. In contrast, 12% felt it was “very likely” that they would purchase an EV in the 
next 12 months if this policy change was to occur, while 21% felt it was “somewhat likely” that they would 
purchase an EV in the coming 12 months if this policy change was implemented.

Q 13: How high does the maximum grant need to be in order to encourage you to purchase an EV 
in the future?

Response Option Response Rate (% of Respondents)
€2,500 1%
€5,000 1%
€7,500 3%
€10,000 23%
€12,500 9%
€15,000 48%
It doesn’t need to be increased 16%

Source: : Northern and Western Regional Assembly and Ireland-Thinks. Due to rounding issues, the percentages in this table do not exactly sum to 100%.

Of the respondents from the Northern and Western Region, 48% believe that the maximum grant needs to 
be increased to €15,000 for each EV purchase in order to encourage them to purchase an EV in the future.
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Q 14: Would you support regionally targeted grants for EVs i.e. higher grant values for citizens 
living in rural communities vs lower grant values for citizens living in urban communities?

Response Option Response Rate (% of Respondents)
Yes 68%
No 18%
Unsure 15%

Source: Northern and Western Regional Assembly and Ireland-Thinks. Due to rounding issues, the percentages in this table do not exactly sum to 100%.

Of the respondents from the Northern and Western Region, 68% would support regionally targeted grants 
for EVs, while 18% would not support such a policy proposal.

Q 15: Which of the following factors would be the most likely to entice you to purchase an EV?

Response Option Response Rate (% of Respondents)
Increase the maximum grant available for EV 
purchases

50%

Provide more tax relief for EV purchases 26%
More high powered charge points (i.e. up to 100km 
of driving range in as little as 6 minutes) %

24%

Source: Northern and Western Regional Assembly and Ireland-Thinks. Due to rounding issues, the percentages in this table do not exactly sum to 100%.

Of the respondents from the Northern and Western Region, 50% would be enticed to purchase an EV if 
there was an increase in the maximum grant available for EV purchases, while 26% would prefer more tax 
relief for EV purchases and 24% would like to see more high powered EV charge points in public spaces.

Q 16: Please rank the following reasons as to why you would not purchase an EV? 1st preference

Response Option Response Rate (% of Respondents)
High price of EVs 44%
I do not need nor want a car 24%
Range anxiety 13%
Battery wear out 5%
Electricity bills 4%

Source: Northern and Western Regional Assembly and Ireland-Thinks. Only the top 5 responses are included in this table.

Of the respondents from the Northern and Western Region, 44% noted that the high price of EVs was the 
main reason why they would not purchase an EV, with 24% noting they did not need / want a car, while 
13% noted that “range anxiety” was the main reason why they would not purchase an EV. 
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Q 17: If government supports and grants were removed, would you be less inclined to purchase 
an EV (not a hybrid) within the next 12 months?

Response Option Response Rate (% of Respondents)
Very likely 40%
Somewhat likely 4%
I am unsure 12%
Somewhat unlikely 4%
Very unlikely 40%

Source: Northern and Western Regional Assembly and Ireland-Thinks. Due to rounding issues, the percentages in this table do not exactly sum to 100%.

Of the respondents from the Northern and Western Region, 40% noted that it was “very likely” that they 
would be less inclined to purchase an EV in the coming 12 months if government grants and supports were 
removed.
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The “Regional EV Charge Point Analysis” will – amongst other things – inform policymakers of what 
is needed in order to encourage a greater uptake of EVs in the Northern and Western Region and 
thereby reduce citizen’s dependency on unsustainable fossil fuel powered vehicles. Furthermore, 
the “Regional EV charge Point Analysis” will also promote the deployment of targeted, convenient 
and safe recharging infrastructure across the region while highlighting the degree to which the 
region is currently underserved in terms of publicly available EV charge points. In doing so, the 
“Regional EV Charge Point Analysis” will support the implementation of RPO 6.33 and 6.34 of the 
RSES of the Northern and Western Region and assist policymakers in implementing the Climate 
Action Plan and the EV Charging Infrastructure Strategy 2022-2025.

27 https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/er/cirgdp/countyincomesandregionalgdp2019/
28 https://esb.ie/what-we-do/ecars/essential-ev-driver-information

Based on the findings outlined in the “Regional EV Charge Point Analysis”, the Northern and Western 
Regional Assembly believes that significant investment and a new approach is needed in order to enhance 
the level and availability of publicly available EV charge points across the Northern and Western Region. 
This could not be more important as the findings of this analysis show that the Northern and Western 
Region is notably underserved in terms of publicly available EV charge points while the region has relatively 
low levels of EVs sales, both in absolute terms and as a percentage of total car sales. Furthermore, such 
findings should be considered in the context of the fact that the Northern and Western Region has the 
lowest levels of disposable income per capita out of the 3 NUTS 2 Regions of Ireland.27 As evident from the 
findings of Assembly’s survey results, it seems that the provision of additional high quality EV charge points 
and enhanced grant rates are “very likely” to encourage more residents from the Northern and Western 
Region to purchase an EV in the next 12 months. 

Taking into account these findings, the Northern and Western Regional Assembly is making the following 
number of recommendations that should be considered in the future deployment of publicly available EV 
charge points and as part of other initiatives that will distribute financial resources that aim to encourage 
a greater uptake of EVs in Ireland. Such recommendations should also inform the ongoing public discussion 
with respect to the implementation of the Climate Action Plan and the EV Charging Infrastructure Strategy 
2022-2025 as Ireland transitions to more sustainable forms of transport. These recommendations can be 
found below:

1. Enhance the level of funding provided under the Climate Action Fund so that more publicly available 
EV charge points can be installed in the Northern and Western Region, particularly “Fast” and 
“High-Powered 28” EV charge points: Of the 4 NUTS 2 Regions on the island of Ireland, the Northern 
and Western Region registered the lowest density of publicly available EV charge points, with only 
1.9 publicly available EV charge points for every 100 Km². Furthermore, all 8 counties of the Northern 
and Western Region recorded a EV charge point density which was below the average of the island of 
Ireland, therefore – for every 100 Km² – it is clear that the Ireland’s most rural oriented region under 
Project Ireland 2040 – namely the Northern and Western Region – is underserved in terms of publicly 
available EV charge points. On this basis, it is clear that additional funding will be required in order to 
deliver more publicly available EV charge points in the Northern and Western Region and this should 

5:  Recommendations

https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/er/cirgdp/countyincomesandregionalgdp2019/
https://esb.ie/what-we-do/ecars/essential-ev-driver-information
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be achieved through the Climate Action Fund.
2. Ensure the deployment of future publicly available EV charge points are predominantly located in 

convenient and accessible locations, such as petrol stations, town centres, housing estates, work 
locations and supermarket car parks – while there should be at least 2 publicly available EV charge 
points for every village and town in the Northern and Western Region: As per the findings of this 
analysis, 39% of respondents ranked “Petrol stations” as their preferred location for more publicly 
available EV charge points in the Northern and Western Region, followed by housing estates (17%), town 
centres (16%), work locations (14%) and supermarket car parks (12%). Therefore, it is imperative that 
the deployment of future publicly available EV charge points should be – where possible – concentrated 
in these locations in the Northern and Western Region.

3. Remove the co-financing requirement for the “Electric Vehicle Public Charge Point Grant 29” for Local 
Authorities that are based in the Northern and Western Region: The “Electric Vehicle Public Charge 
Point Grant” is a government initiative to support the roll out of publicly available EV charge points in 
Ireland. Local Authorities can apply to install charge points on public streets or public car parks which 
provide overnight parking for local residents. Notably, such a scheme provides grant support to Local 
Authorities for each charge point 30 and a total of 75% of the capital costs will be provided, capped at 
€5,000 per single charge point. In this regard, the co-financing requirement for such a scheme should 
be removed for Local Authorities based in the Northern and Western Region, as a means of enhancing 
the level of publicly available EV charge points in the region and encouraging a greater uptake of EV 
sales in the region.

4. Implement regionally targeted grants for EV purchases valued between €20,000 and €60,000 so that 
citizens living in rural communities receive higher grant rates compared to citizens living in urban 
communities: According to the findings of this analysis, 68% of respondents from the Northern and 
Western Region would support regionally targeted grants for EVs, while 18% would not support such 
a policy proposal. Such a policy would involve citizens living in rural communities receiving a higher 
grant rate compared to citizens living in urban communities. The rationale behind such a proposal 
is based on the fact that citizens living in rural communities – relative to their counterparts in urban 
communities – face longer distances to reach essential services and also have limited access to public 
transport, hence in many cases their only sustainable transport option is to purchase an EV. 

5. Explore the possibility of increasing the maximum grant of €5,000 for EV purchases valued between 
€20,000 and €60,000 and examine the merits of enhancing other financial reliefs associated with 
a purchase of an EV: As per the findings of this analysis, 50% of respondents from the Northern and 
Western Region would be enticed to purchase an EV if there was an increase in the maximum grant 
available for EV purchases, while 44% noted that the high price of EVs was the main reason why they 
would not purchase an EV.31 Furthermore, the percentage of respondents that were “very likely” to 
purchase an EV within the next 12 months rises from 3% to 12%, if the government were to increase the 
maximum grant rate from €5,000 to €10,000. On this basis, the Department of the Environment, Climate 
and Communications should explore the possibility of increasing the maximum grant of €5,000 for EV 
purchases in order to encourage greater uptake of EVs across Ireland. Such a study should also explore 
the potential benefits of enhancing other financial reliefs associated with purchasing an EV in Ireland. 

6. Launch a regional promotional campaign across the Northern and Western Region to highlight the 
benefits of government supports and grants available to purchase an EV: According to the findings of 
this analysis, 37% of respondents noted that they were not aware of any government grants in respect 
of purchasing an EV, while only 32% noted that they were aware of government grants with respect 
to purchasing an EV. Therefore, it seems that further promotional campaigns are required in order to 
improve the awareness of residents of the potential supports available in purchasing an EV. 

29 https://www.seai.ie/grants/electric-vehicle-grants/public-charge-point/
30 A single EV plug socket
31 Most population option as per Table 16

https://www.seai.ie/grants/electric-vehicle-grants/public-charge-point/
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