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Executive Summary

The forthcoming review of the National Development Plan (NDP) will be instrumental in 
tackling the substantial challenges facing the Northern and Western Region’s economy; 
challenges which – if unaddressed – could notably enhance regional inequalities that exist 
in Ireland and undermine the delivery of the National Planning Framework (NPF) and the 
Programme for Government. 

1 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652215/IPOL_STU(2020)652215_EN.pdf
2 https://www.nwra.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/region-in-transition-the-way-forward-final.pdf

Such difficulties are reflected in the European 
Commission’s decision to downgrade the Northern 
and Western Region from a “More Developed Region” 
to a “Transition Region” post-2020 – the only region 
in Ireland to hold such a status – while the European 
Parliament’s Committee on Regional Development1 
has categorised the region as a “Lagging Region”, 
which is a region characterised by extremely low 
growth which is divergent from the rest of the country. 
Our “Region in Transition”2 publication reinforces these 
assessments, with the decline in our region’s economy 
also accompanied by long-term underinvestment in 
the region’s communications infrastructure, national 
roads, regional and local roads, health infrastructure 
and third-level education and research infrastructure. 
This also signals that this region can be expected to 
experience a more complex and long-term recovery 
from the current pandemic crisis.

To deliver the vision and objectives of the National 
Planning Framework (NPF) and our Regional Spatial 
and Economic Strategy (RSES), and to counter the 
economic exposure of our region to the outbreak 
of COVID-19 and potential trade implications from 
Brexit, the review of the NDP needs to:

1. Positively discriminate in favour of the Northern 
& Western region, providing a higher rate of 
capital investment in the infrastructure of our 
region.

2. Target additional capital investment in the 
strategic priorities of our RSES, namely for the 
region to be more “Urban”, “Connected”, “Smart”, 
“Specialised” and “Green”, while supporting the 
region to develop compact settlements that are 
focused on “People and Places”. 

3. Adopt a fully integrated approach to funding that 
delivers effective regional development targets 
set out in the NPF and RSES.

Regional Investment Priorities
The regional investment priorities of the Northern 
and Western Region are as follows:

Connectivity and Accessibility

• Safeguard funding for the implementation and 
prioritisation of the National Broadband Plan in 
targeted rural communities based in the Northern 
and Western Region

• Deliver projects that have been outlined in the 
Galway Transport Strategy

• Deliver projects that will be outlined in Local 
Transport Plans in the Northern and Western 
Region 

• Enhance the inter-regional and intra-regional 
national road network that connect the key 
settlements of the region

• Maintain and enhance the regional and local road 
network of the Northern and Western Region

• Upgrade and expand the rail infrastructure of 
the Northern and Western Region

• Enhance the reliability and connectivity of inter-
regional and intra-regional bus services that 
connects the key settlements of the region

• Expand the Local Link Rural Transport Programme 
throughout rural communities in the Northern 
and Western Region

• Enhance the cycling and pedestrian infrastructure 
of the Northern and Western Region

• Increase the deployment of EV charge points in 
the Northern and Western Region

• Enhance the use of smart transport technologies 
in the region

• Enhance the infrastructure and services of the 
Ireland West Airport Knock (IWAK) and Donegal 
Airport

• Improve the infrastructure and capacity of the 
seaports and harbours of the Northern and 
Western Region

3 The Key Towns of the Northern and Western Region include Ballina, Castlebar, Cavan, Ballinasloe, Carrick-on-Shannon, Monaghan Town, Roscommon 
Town, and Tuam

Housing and Sustainable Urban 
Development

• Support the delivery of housing and enabling 
infrastructure at key locations identified in the 
RSES (MASP) that contribute to compact growth 
targets in the Galway Metropolitan Area

• Support the delivery of housing and enabling 
infrastructure on key sites that contribute to 
compact growth targets in the Regional Growth 
Centres (Letterkenny, Sligo & Athlone) and the 
Key Towns3 of the Northern and Western Region

• Additional funding should be provided to the 
URDF and the proportion allocated to this region 
should be higher and ring-fenced for the Galway 
Metropolitan Area, the Regional Growth Centres 
and the Key Towns of the Northern and Western 
Region

• Develop serviced sites within rural towns and 
villages to enable development of sustainable 
rural housing and remote working hubs in the 
region.
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Education, Health and Social 
Infrastructure 

• Enhance capital investment in Higher Education 
infrastructure in the Northern and Western 
Region

• Provide investment in the R&D capabilities of the 
region’s Higher Education Institutes

• Support the growth and development of the 
Connaught-Ulster Alliance ambition towards 
becoming a Technological University and support 
the provision of third level education facilities 
and services in the Cavan/Monaghan and 
Roscommon/Leitrim sub-regions

• Invest in the infrastructure of the Education and 
Training providers of the region

• Enhance the regional healthcare infrastructure 
of the Northern and Western region

• Provide necessary investment to support the 
implementation of the objectives of Sláinte Care 
across the region, including the advancement of 
Primary Care Centres in our Urban Places

• Fund services that support older people to live 
with dignity and independence in their own 
homes, including through smart healthcare

• Invest in social and community infrastructure in 
the Northern and Western Region

• Develop the natural, cultural and heritage 
infrastructure assets of the region

Climate Action and Utilities
• Support implementation of Local Climate 

Strategies
• Deliver a safe secure and reliable electricity 

network as it transitions to a low carbon economy
• Invest in building out the gas supply network 

into the region
• Expand the renewable energy infrastructure of 

the Northern and Western Region
• Invest in Sustainable Management of Water and 

other Environmental Resource

Enterprise, Skills and Innovation 
Capacity
• Support and expand the Northern and Western 

Region’s network of co-working hubs
• Deliver enterprise infrastructure that will grow 

the region’s enterprise base, develop clusters 
and support smart specialisation

• Deliver placemaking initiatives and infrastructure 
packages that will support enterprise growth

• Ensure investment supports the economies of 
rural communities based in the region

2: Introduction and Strategic Context

The outbreak of COVID-19 is having enormous repercussions across the EU, with the 
economies of all its regions currently experiencing significant economic disruption. That 
said, in the coming years, the greatest impact is likely to be felt in some of the EU’s most 
economically vulnerable regions, with the economic fallout of COVID-19 already having a 
substantial impact on the Northern and Western Region’s economy. 

4 https://data.cso.ie/product/LR
5 https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/registrations/covid-19-support-schemes-statistics-14-january-2021.pdf
6 CSO estimates on median household income as of 2019
7 GeoDirectory commercial dataset which is privately available to the Regional Assemblies of Ireland
8 Based on trends in employment in “High – medium high manufacturing and knowledge intensive services”. Eurostat
9 CSO Survey on Income and Living Conditions 2019
10 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652215/IPOL_STU(2020)652215_EN.pdf

The outbreak of COVID-19 is having enormous 
repercussions across the EU, with the economies of all 
its regions currently experiencing significant economic 
disruption. That said, in the coming years, the greatest 
impact is likely to be felt in some of the EU’s most 
economically vulnerable regions, with the economic 
fallout of COVID-19 already having a substantial impact 
on the Northern and Western Region’s economy. 
As of the 3rd of January 2021, a total of 57,166 
residents in the Northern and Western Region were 
in receipt of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment 
(PUP)4. Furthermore, the total number of employees 
that were in receipt of the Employment Wage Subsidy 
Scheme and working for an employer based in the 
Northern and Western Region amounted to 48,4365, 
as of the end of December 2020. 

Prior to the outbreak of COVID-19, the performance of 
the region’s economy had already been experiencing 
notable difficulties. In 2019 alone, household income6 
within the region continued to remain well below 
the State norm, while above-average commercial 
vacancy rates were recorded in most of its counties 
and key settlements7. Up to the end of 2019, the 
region had been unable to attract as many high 
valued jobs compared to the Irish and European 
norm8. Furthermore, the region’s deprivation rate has 
continued to rise in recent times; to the point where 
one in five people living in the region are experiencing 
enforced deprivation as of 20199. 
The cumulation of these negative trends were reflected 
in the European Commission’s decision to downgrade 

the region from a “More Developed Region” to a 
“Transition Region” post 2020; the only region in 
Ireland to hold such a status. In addition to this 
reclassification, the European Parliament’s Committee 
on Regional Development10 has also categorised the 
Northern and Western Region as a “Lagging Region”, 
which is a region that faces specific development 
challenges, including relatively lower productivity 
and educational attainment, a weaker skills base and 
business environment. As a result, “Lagging Regions” 
– such as the Northern and Western Region – can be 
expected to experience low economic growth which 
may lead to a more complex and delayed economic 
recovery from this crisis.

Within this context, the delivery of the vision and 
objectives of the Northern and Western Regional 
Assembly’s RSES has never been so important. 
Launched in 2020, our RSES – for the first time – 
brings together spatial planning and economic policy 
to provide a strategic investment framework for our 
region, which aims to implement the objectives of the 
National Planning Framework (NPF). Our RSES aims 
to achieve sustainable population and employment 
growth up to the year 2032, while supporting our 
ambitions to become a region that is more “Urban”, 
“Connected”, “Smart”, “Specialised” and “Green”, 
consolidated by a strong settlement strategy focusing 
on ‘People and Places’. 
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Achieving the spatial objectives set out in the NPF 
and our RSES will be instrumental in tackling regional 
imbalances in Ireland. In this regard, the Northern 
and Western Regional Assembly’s RSES identifies key 
locations for population and employment growth, 
consisting of the Galway Metropolitan Area, three 
Regional Growth Centres – namely Sligo Town, 
Letterkenny and Athlone – along with eight Key Towns, 
namely Carrick-on-Shannon, Castlebar, Cavan Town, 
Ballina, Roscommon Town, Monaghan Town, Tuam 
and Ballinasloe. 

As per Regional Policy Objective 3.2 (A), (B) and (C), 
the RSES outlines compact growth targets for future 
housing developments, with: 
• At least 50% of all new city homes targeted in the 

Galway Metropolitan Area to be delivered within 
its existing built-up footprint

• At least 40% of all new housing targeted in our 
Regional Growth Centres to be delivered within 
their existing built-up footprints

• At least 30% of all new homes that are targeted 
in other settlements with a population of at least 
1,500 are to be delivered within the existing built-
up footprints of these areas. 

Achieving such compact growth targets along with 
the other Regional Policy Objectives of the RSES will 
assist policymakers in tackling regional disparities 
that currently exist in Ireland. Key to achieving this 
vision – from an economic and spatial perspective – 
will be the NDP. 

Therefore, the Northern and Western Regional 
Assembly welcomes the opportunity to contribute 
to the prioritisation of the forthcoming review of 
the NDP. It is essential that the overarching priorities 
of the NDP compliment the vision and objectives of 
our RSES. Aligning these strategic frameworks will 
be a key component in tackling regional inequalities 
that currently exist in Ireland, allowing the region to 
develop critical mass and act as a counterbalance 
to the expected growth trajectory of the Greater 
Dublin Area. On this basis, the forthcoming review 
of the NDP can play a major role in contributing to 
effective regional development in Ireland, allowing the 
Northern and Western Region to fulfil the vision of our 
RSES namely, to become more “Urban”, “Connected”, 
“Smart”, “Specialised” and “Green”, with a strong 
settlement strategy focusing on ‘People and Places’. 

3: Areas of Consideration

Section 3 outlines a general response to the questions posed in both the letter from 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the online public consultation 
documentation. This includes high-level commentary relating to:

11 https://www.nwra.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/region-in-transition-the-way-forward-final.pdf

• The level of capital investment
• The share of capital investment
• The priorities for capital investment
• The spatial alignment of capital investment
• The governance of capital investment

3.1: Level of Capital Investment 
Question: Is the overall level of public spending on 
capital investment correct?

Response: The Government has signalled a clear 
commitment to utilising capital expenditure as a 
response to the economic impact of Covid-19 and 
enhancing the placemaking credentials of our regions, 
with Budget 2021 allocating just over €10 billion to 
capital investment; a position which is welcomed by 
the Northern and Western Regional Assembly. That 
said, to achieve the economic and spatial objectives 
outlined in the RSES and to tackle the outstanding 
challenges facing the regions economy, a targeted and 
higher rate of capital investment will be required in 
the regions infrastructure in the lifetime of the RSES.
 
Rationale: In recent years, the challenges facing 
the Northern and Western Regions economy have 

been documented at a domestic and European level. 
The region is recognised as a ‘lagging region’ and a 
‘transition region’ (Rf. Section 2 above) and these 
findings have been reinforced by the Northern and 
Western Regional Assembly’s “Region in Transition”11 
publication; with this research highlighting the region’s 
poor performance in an array of economic indicators, 
with more up-to-date trends outlined in “Appendix 
A: Evidence Base”.

In conjunction with this decline, the “Region in 
Transition” publication by the NWRA has also found 
that there has been a lack of capital investment in 
some of the region’s key infrastructure assets, with 
the region receiving below-average investment 
levels in communications infrastructure, national 
roads, regional and local roads, health infrastructure, 
third level teaching infrastructure and research 
infrastructure, as evident from updated data that 
has been outlined in “Appendix A: Evidence Base”. 
Improving the performance of the Northern and 
Western Regions economy and accommodating 
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3.3: Spatial Alignment of Capital 
Investment & adopting an integrated 
approach to funding Sustainable Urban 
Development
Contained in our RSES are a set of comprehensive 
spatial objectives that aim to create centres of scale 
which have the critical mass to drive growth in the 
Northern and Western Region. Achieving the spatial 
objectives set out in our RSES – and by virtue, the 
objectives of the NPF to deliver effective regional 
development – will be instrumental to tackling regional 
imbalances that exist in Ireland. On this basis, and in 
line with the NPF, the RSES identifies key locations for 
population and employment growth, consisting of: 

• The Galway Metropolitan Area
• Three Regional Growth Centres, namely Sligo 

Town, Letterkenny and Athlone
• Eight Key Towns, namely Carrick on-Shannon, 

Castlebar, Cavan Town, Ballina, Roscommon Town, 
Monaghan Town, Tuam and Ballinasloe 

The RSES outlines compact growth targets for future 
housing developments, through the following RPOs, 
namely: 

• RPO 3.2 (A): At least 50% of all new city homes 
targeted in the Galway Metropolitan Area to be 
delivered within its existing built-up footprint

• RPO 3.2 (B): At least 40% of all new housing 
targeted in our Regional Growth Centres to be 
delivered within their existing built-up footprints

• RPO 3.3 (C): At least 30% of all new homes that are 
targeted in other settlements with a population 
of at least 1,500 are to be delivered within the 
existing built-up footprints of these areas 

• RPO 3.3: Deliver at least 20% of all new housing 
in rural areas on brownfield sites

Ensuring that the provision of capital investment 
is aligned to these compact growth targets along 
with the other RPOs of the RSES will be essential 
in tackling regional disparities that currently exist 
in Ireland and allowing the region to become more 
“Urban”, “Connected”, “Smart”, “Specialised” and 
“Green” and to develop compact settlements that 
are focused on “People and Places”. 

In this regard, the review of the NDP offers an 
opportunity to do things differently and to showcase 
the difference. The NWRA suggest that the NDP 
propose and detail a fully integrated response to 
deal with existing issues and to meet the growth 
targets set out in the NPF and RSES for one of the 
urban centres in our region. This could be piloted in 
our region and the learnings that emanate could be 
used to roll out similar projects both regionally and 
nationally. Compact development is not a traditional 
form of development in the country and its benefits 
can be sold better and buy-in achieved if exemplar 
projects exist. All development stakeholders would 
benefit from the delivery of an exemplar project in 
terms of how compact development can be managed 
in a collaborative and timely manner. Compact 
development is not necessarily going to happen 
naturally or automatically and a stimulus outlined 
above will bear fruit in the medium and long term.

future demands that will arise from population 
and employment growth up to 2040, will require a 
targeted and higher rate of capital investment in the 
infrastructure of the region.

The EU Commission supports positive discrimination 
in favour of ‘transition regions’ by providing more 
attractive levels of co-financed EU Structural Funds and 
this approach needs to be supported and this principle 
needs to be adopted in the architecture of the review 
of the NDP - to address this regional decline, which 
will be further impacted by the pandemic and BREXIT.

3.2: Share of Capital Investment 

Question: What should the capital budget be spent 
on?

Response: The breakdown has historically been based 
upon departments/sectors. The Assembly believe a 
more integrated sustainable development approach 
is needed at a whole of government level to deal with 
interconnected issues such as housing, transport, 
health, education, and climate action. 

Rationale: In achieving the region’s priorities in 
these strategic areas, the RSES offers an overarching 
strategic framework which collectively identifies the 
opportunities and challenges facing the Northern 
and Western Region and provides appropriate policy 
responses in the form of Regional Policy Objectives 
(RPOs) that will deliver effective regional development 
as envisaged in the NPF. 

In doing so, the RSES provides a holistic response 
to better manage spatial planning and economic 
development throughout the Northern and Western 
Region and it is imperative that the provision of capital 
expenditure appropriately reflects the need to deliver 
the RPOs that have been outlined in the RSES and this 
can be best provided through integrated investments. 
Therefore, it is clear that capital investment needs to be 
demand-driven and should be appropriately focused 
on delivering the RPOs outlined in our RSES, allowing 
the region to become more “Urban”, “Connected”, 
“Smart”, “Specialised” and “Green”, while supporting 
the region to develop compact settlements that are 
focused on “People and Places”. 
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3.4: Capital Investment Priorities 
Question: What types of capital investment should 
be prioritised?

Response: The Northern and Western Regional 
Assembly’s RSES aims to achieve better alignment 
between population growth, location of residential 
development and employment, allowing the region 
to become more “Urban”, “Connected”, “Smart”, 
“Specialised” and “Green”, and to develop compact 
settlements that are focused on “People and Places”. 
Considering these strategic objectives, the Northern 
and Western Regional Assembly have outlined the 
region’s investment priorities in Section 4 of this 
submission – which can be grouped under the 
following headings, namely: 

• Connectivity and Accessibility
• Housing and Sustainable Urban Development
• Education, Health and Social Infrastructure 
• Climate Action and Utilities
• Enterprise Skills and Innovation Capacity

Rationale: To achieve the overarching objectives of the 
Northern and Western Regional Assembly’s RSES and 
to facilitate sustainable population and employment 
growth in the region, it is imperative that additional 
capital investment needs to be provided across a 
variety of interconnected and strategic areas, which 
have been reflected in Section 4 of this submission. 

3.5: Governance of Capital Investment 
Question: How can the management and governance 
of public investment be improved?

Response: The Northern and Western Regional 
Assembly believes that a proportion of the URDF 
should be exclusively ring-fenced for large regeneration 
projects that will support the compact growth targets 
of the Galway Metropolitan Area, the Regional Growth 
Centres of Sligo Town, Letterkenny and Athlone and 
the Key Towns of the Region, namely Carrick on-
Shannon, Castlebar, Cavan Town, Ballina, Roscommon 
Town, Monaghan Town, Tuam and Ballinasloe. Greater 
ring-fenced funding should simplify the process in 
delivering our Region’s compact growth targets. 
Furthermore, to ensure that the distribution of Project 
Ireland 2040 funds is aligned to the economic and 
spatial objectives of the RSES, there is a strong case 
for the Northern and Western Regional Assembly (and 
EMRA / Southern Assembly) to have a greater role 
and input into the governance structure of the Project 
Ireland 2040 funds to ensure there is consistency. 

Rationale: The competitive bidding process of the 
Project Ireland 2040 funds – particularly the Urban 
Regeneration Development Fund (URDF) and the Rural 
Regeneration Development Fund (RRDF) – cannot 
remain the singular model for distributing resources 
that are instrumental in implementing the spatial 
objectives of the RSES. In recent years, it has become 
clear that the ability of Local Authorities to prepare 
successful applications under the URDF and RRDF have 
become largely resource-dependent, with funding 
being distributed in a manner that is not completely 
aligned to the spatial objectives of the NPF and the 
Northern and Western Regional Assembly’s RSES.

4: Regional Investment Priorities

Based on their relevance to the overarching vision of the RSES, the investment priorities of 
the Northern and Western Region can be grouped under the following headings, namely: 

• Connectivity and Accessibility
• Housing and Sustainable Urban Development
• Education, Health and Social Infrastructure 
• Climate Action and Utilities
• Enterprise, Skills and Innovation Capacity

4.1: Connectivity and Accessibility 

• Safeguard funding for the implementation of the 
National Broadband Plan in rural communities 
based in the Northern and Western Region: 
The provision of high-speed broadband to 
rural communities will be a key component in 
enhancing the economic and social wellbeing 
of rural towns and villages based in our Region. 
The delivery of this essential digital infrastructure 
needs to be delivered in a timely manner, 
particularly considering the growing evidence 
that this region can benefit from remote working 
and e-learning. In view of the previous comments 
on the trend of the economic decline of this 
region and designation as a lagging region and 
a transition region, there is a strong justification 
for positive discrimination towards this region in 
the sequencing of the NBP rollout. 

• Deliver projects that have been outlined in 
the Galway Transport Strategy: The provision 
of capital investment should aim to deliver 
projects that have been outlined in the Galway 
Transport Strategy, in a manner that facilitates 
sustainable travel patterns and reduces private 
car journeys. The provision of capital investment 
should have a particular focus on delivering the 
N6 Galway City Ring Road project, creating a safe 
street environment for pedestrians and cyclists, 
providing park and ride facilities on the periphery 
of the city that are linked in with the bus network, 
developing a cross-city network of bus services, 
while enhancing the Galway Metropolitan Area’s 
rail infrastructure – including dual tracking.

• Deliver projects that will be outlined in Local 
Transport Plans in the Northern and Western 
Region: Capital investment should be deployed 
to deliver forthcoming Local Transport Plans that 
facilitate a shift to more sustainable transport 
modes in the Regional Growth Centres and Key 
Towns of the Northern and Western Region – 
as required by the RSES (Rf. RPOs 6.27 & 6.28). 
Investment in this regard should have a particular 
focus on delivering infrastructure that will allow 
for multi-modal travel integration and sustainable 
mobility, reducing the reliance on private car 
journeys and achieving a shift to sustainable 
transport modes, namely cycling, walking, public 
transport, and car-sharing.

• Enhance the inter-regional and intra-regional 
national road network that connects the key 
settlements of the Region: Sufficient levels of 
capital investment should be provided for both 
steady-state maintenance and the enhancement 
of the existing national road network, new 
strategic road projects and the completion of the 
TEN-T Comprehensive Networks to strengthen 
international and regional connectivity in the 
region. It is important that the capital investment 
delivers the Northern and Western Region’s 
outstanding road projects that have been 
identified in the NPF, the existing NDP, and the 
RSES - see Appendix B. 

• Maintain and enhance the regional and local 
road network of the Northern and Western 
Region: An adequate level of capital investment 
should be provided for both the maintenance and 
enhancement of the region’s existing regional and 
local road networks, to improve the connectivity 
of rural communities in the Northern and Western 
Region.
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• Upgrade and expand the rail infrastructure of 
the Northern and Western Region: The Northern 
and Western Regional Assembly supports the 
delivery of rail projects which will enhance the 
connectivity and accessibility of the region, 
improve the region’s existing rail facilities while 
transitioning the fleets to renewable or low 
carbon sources. In this regard, a higher rate 
of capital investment should be provided to 
the specific rail projects, relevant reviews and 
feasibility studies that have been outlined in our 
RSES through a variety of RPOs (6.11-6.17), with 
specific rail projects including:
◊	 RPO 6.12 which seeks to upgrade the capacity 

of the Athlone - Athenry - Galway rail line, 
including the provision of dual tracks and 
increased service stops between Athlone 
and Galway

◊	 RPO 6.13 (a) which aims to deliver the 
Athenry - Tuam - Claremorris - Sligo rail line 
to an appropriate level of service and to a 
standard capable of facilitating passenger 
and freight transport. 

◊	 RPO 6.15 which seeks to enhance the 
capacity of the Sligo to Dublin rail line

◊	 RPO 6.16 which supports investigation of 
extending rail services to the North-West 
City Region from Sligo and Dublin, creating 
an integrated All-Island approach.

• Enhance the reliability and connectivity of 
inter-regional and intra-regional bus services 
that connect the key settlements of the 
Region: An increased rate of capital investment 
in bus services should be provided to improve 
connectivity between regional settlements – 
including Galway City and Dublin – and improving 
the reliability and the level of service within and 
between key settlements in our region. Within the 
Galway City Area, investment in bus infrastructure 
and services will be delivered through Bus 
Connects and the relevant parts of the Galway 
Transport Strategy. Capital investment in our 
region’s bus infrastructure and services should 
also aim to reduce dependency on fossil-fuel-
powered vehicles, utilise smart technologies to 
enhance the experience of customers and to 
provide multi-modal interchange facilities.

12 Fast chargers can get an 80 percent charge to most EVs in 30 minutes, while high powered chargers can give a charge of 100km in as little as six minutes. 
Source ESB: https://esb.ie/ecars/how-to-charge-your-ev/fast-charging. https://esb.ie/ecars/how-to-charge-your-ev/high-power-charging

• Expand the Local Link Rural Transport 
Programme throughout rural communities in 
the Northern and Western Region: The Northern 
and Western Regional Assembly supports the 
continuation and expansion of the Local Link Rural 
Transport Programme, and additional capital 
expenditure should aim to further integrate this 
service with other public transport services, 
improve linkages of services between towns, 
villages and rural communities within the region, 
whilst improving the overall customer experience 
for this service. 

• Enhance the cycling and pedestrian infrastructure 
of the Northern and Western Region: The 
provision of capital investment should aim 
to deliver safe cycling routes and enhance 
pedestrian facilities across settlements of all scale 
in the Northern and Western Region. Greater 
levels of investment should be provided to Local 
Authorities and transport agencies to deliver cost-
effective walking and cycling infrastructure and 
Greenway and Blueway projects in the region. 

• Increase the deployment of EV charge points 
in the Northern and Western Region: A higher 
rate of capital expenditure should be provided 
to facilitate and encourage greater use of electric 
vehicles by developing more targeted, convenient 
and safe recharging facilities in the Northern 
and Western Region. In this regard, additional 
capital funding should aim to develop EV “Fast 
Charge” points or EV “High Powered Charge”12 
points in strategic and accessible locations across 
the Region.

• Enhance the use of smart transport technologies 
in the Region: Where applicable, future capital 
investment in the transport infrastructure of the 
Northern and Western Region should involve a 
systematic integration of ICT in the planning, 
design, operations, and management of transport 
services in the Galway Metropolitan Area, the 
Regional Growth Centres, the Key Towns and 
rural communities in the region.

• Enhance the infrastructure and services of the 
Ireland West Airport Knock (IWAK) and Donegal 
Airport: Despite the ongoing travel disruption due 
to COVID-19, airport infrastructure will continue 
to play a key role in achieving effective economic 
development within the Northern and Western 

Region, as such infrastructure is key to facilitating 
tourism and trade. 

Given that air transport remains an essential 
component of the global economy, having high 
quality and accessible airport infrastructure 
will be key to facilitating growth in the region’s 
export base. On this basis and considering the 
potential of the Strategic Development Zone at 
IWAK in acting as a regional employment hub, it 
is essential that sufficient capital investment and 
support is provided to develop the infrastructure 
of the region’s largest airport, with the view of 
improving the region’s connectivity to global 
markets and enhancing IWAK’s connectivity 
with the regions transport network. Capital 
expenditure should also be provided to upgrade 
the infrastructure and services of Donegal 
Airport, with the view of enhancing its existing 
and valuable contribution to the Northern and 
Western Region.

• Improve the infrastructure and capacity of the 
seaports and harbours of the Northern and 
Western Region: It is important that capital 
expenditure addresses the strategic development 
requirements of the Northern and Western 
Region’s seaports and harbours to ensure 
effective growth and sustainable development 
at a regional level, particularly considering the 
impact of Brexit on the Irish fisheries sector. In 
this regard, capital investment should provide 
adequate levels of capacity at Galway Harbour, 
Killybegs Harbour, Sligo Port and Ros An Mhíl 
Harbour, while investing in data and insight-
driven technology, sensors and the IoT, allowing 
our region’s seaports to become “Smart Ports”. 
Additionally, funding should be provided to:

i. examine the feasibility for pursuing the 
designation of Galway Port and Killybegs 
Port as EU TEN-T Comprehensive ports.

ii. provide for safe access by sea for island 
communities, including but not limited to 
improved pier infrastructure on Inis Oír 
and Inis Meáin in the Aran Islands and at 
Machaire Rabhartaigh and the provision of a 
new passenger ferry vessel for Oileán Thoraí 
(RSES RPO 6.25 refers). 

13 The Key Towns of the Northern and Western Region include Ballina, Castlebar, Cavan, Ballinasloe, Carrick-on-Shannon, Monaghan Town, Roscommon 
Town, and Tuam

4.2: Housing and Sustainable Urban 
Development 

• Support the delivery of housing and enabling 
infrastructure at key locations identified in the 
RSES (MASP) that contribute to compact growth 
targets in the Galway Metropolitan Area: It is 
imperative that at least 50% of all new homes 
that are targeted in the Galway Metropolitan 
Area are to be delivered within their existing built-
up footprints, in accordance with NPF National 
Policy Objective 3b. The provision of capital 
investment should aim to – where possible – 
support the delivery of housing developments 
and enabling infrastructure on key sites along 
proposed public transport corridors that have 
the potential for high-density development and 
regeneration of brownfield and infill sites in the 
Galway Metropolitan Area.

• Support the delivery of housing and enabling 
infrastructure on key sites that contribute to 
compact growth targets in the Regional Growth 
Centres (Letterkenny, Sligo & Athlone) and the 
Key Towns13 of the Northern and Western Region: 
It is imperative that at least 40% of all new homes 
that are targeted in the Regional Growth Centres 
of the Northern and Western Region – namely 
Sligo Town, Letterkenny and Athlone – are to be 
delivered within or contiguous to their existing 
built-up footprints, with a corresponding target 
of 30% required for the Key Towns of the Region. 
The provision of capital expenditure for housing 
developments and enabling infrastructure on key 
sites within the Regional Growth Centres and Key 
Towns of the Region should – where possible – 
aim to support the regeneration of underused 
town centres and brownfield/infill lands while 
also supporting the development of housing on 
existing zoned and serviced lands to facilitate 
significant compact growth in these areas.

• Additional funding should be provided to the 
URDF and the proportion allocated to this 
region should be higher and ring-fenced for 
the Galway Metropolitan Area, the Regional 
Growth Centres and the Key Towns of the 
Northern and Western Region: In recent years, 
it seems that the ability of Local Authorities to 
prepare successful applications under the URDF 
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have become largely resource-dependent and 
as a result funding for urban regeneration has 
been distributed in a manner that is not fully 
aligned to the spatial objectives of the NPF and 
the RSES. To combat this issue, the Northern 
and Western Regional Assembly believes that 
a proportion of the URDF which is higher – in 
absolute terms per head of population – should 
be exclusively and consistently ring-fenced for 
large and complex regeneration projects that 
will support the compact growth targets of the 
Galway Metropolitan Area, the Regional Growth 
Centres and the Key Towns of the Northern and 
Western Region. The proportion should be guided 
by adopting the same principles and levels as 
the EU. Enhanced ring-fenced funding in this 
regard should simplify the process in delivering 
our Region’s compact growth targets.

• Develop serviced sites within rural towns 
and villages to enable the development of 
sustainable rural housing and remote working 
hubs in the region: A higher level of funding 
should be provided to initiatives – such as the 
Rural Serviced Sites Scheme – which assist 
Local Authorities in encouraging families and 
individuals to build their own homes on service 
sites within rural towns and villages based in 
the Northern and Western Region and to enable 
the development of remote working hubs. Such 
initiatives provide a sustainable alternative to 
one-off rural housing and provide a mechanism 
to develop rural populations and revitalisation 
of our towns and villages, in line with the spatial 
objectives of the RSES.

4.3: Education, Health and Social 
Infrastructure

Education:

• Enhance capital investment in Higher Education 
infrastructure in the Northern and Western 
region: Higher Education Institutes make a 
significant contribution to a region’s human capital 
levels which is a key component to achieving 
strong economic growth. An increase in funding 
for our region’s Higher Education Institutes will 
help address historical regional under-investment 
in human capital and strengthen the skills base 
and business environment of the region – 
providing for greater economic development in 
this region and addressing its designation as a 
‘Transition Region’ and ‘Lagging Region’ within 
an EU context. 

• Provide investment in the R&D capabilities of 
the region’s Higher Education Institutes: It is 
recognised that innovation is instrumental in 
contributing to smart, sustainable and inclusive 
economic growth. An important factor in enabling 
greater levels of innovation within a region is 
the R&D capabilities of its Higher Education 
Institutes. This region has historically been 
provided with levels of research investment below 
the national average per head of population. 
Therefore, greater government investment in 
such capabilities is now essential to enhance the 
productive capacity of the region, thus assisting 
in the revitalisation of this region’s economic 
performance. 

• Support the growth and development of the 
Connaught-Ulster Alliance ambition towards 
becoming a Technological University and support 
the provision of third level education facilities 
and services in the Cavan/Monaghan and 
Roscommon/Leitrim sub-regions: The growth 
and development of the third level Connaught-
Ulster Alliance consortium’s ambition towards 
becoming a Technological University (consisting 
of Galway/Mayo Institute of Technology (GMIT), 
IT Sligo, and Letterkenny IT) and the provision of 
third level education facilities and services in the 
Cavan/Monaghan and Roscommon/Leitrim sub-
regions is a key ask in the RSES. The achievement 
of TU designation will be a complementary and 
stabilising factor, producing employers with work-
ready graduates; a key partner and driver of 
research and innovation; and a key attractor of 
investment to the region and in the retention 
of such investment. It will also be a provider of 
education to more mature learners, a nexus of 
continuous professional development and the 
leading centre for life-long learning.

• Invest in the infrastructure of the Education and 
Training providers of the region: The provision 
of appropriate skill sets will develop a resilient 
and adaptive workforce that allows our people 
access to education and training opportunities 
that enable them to meet their full potential, 
enhancing the regions ability to build and 
retain talent. In this regard, adequate levels of 
investment should be provided to enhance the 
infrastructure and training equipment of the 
Education and Training Boards of the Northern 
and Western Region. 

Health:
• Enhance the regional healthcare infrastructure 

of the Northern and Western Region: Investment 
in enhanced, high quality, safe, accessible and 
sustainable healthcare facilities is necessary at 
a variety of locations across the region, for new 
models of care to be delivered and for delivery 
of services in high-quality modern facilities.

• Provide necessary investment to support the 
implementation of the objectives of Sláinte Care 
across the region, including the advancement of 
Primary Care Centres in our Urban Places: The 
geographical distribution of services should be 
such that these lifeline services are accessible 
to everyone and reflect the role and function of 
our urban places as provided within the RSES.

• Fund services that support older people to live 
with dignity and independence in their own 
homes, including through smart healthcare: 
This region has an ageing population and as 
more people live longer lives, they will want to 
stay healthy and independent, live in their own 
homes and communities and keep to a minimum 
their use of in-patient and out-patient hospital 
services. Therefore, the level and distribution 
of services should reflect on meeting the needs 
and opportunities of our ageing population and 
people with disabilities.

Social

• Invest in social and community infrastructure in 
the Northern and Western Region: Investment 
in social and community infrastructure positively 
influences economic growth and social 
development. It is precious to local communities 
and is and important contributor to quality of 
life, well-being and social cohesion.

• Develop the natural, cultural and heritage 
infrastructure assets of the Region: Investment in 
our linguistic, cultural, natural, and built heritage 
reinforces our sense of identity, fosters a sense of 
place and wellbeing that presents a competitive 
advantage to the region.
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4.4: Climate Action and Utilities

• Support implementation of Local Climate 
Strategies: Our region can play a major role in 
leading Irelands adaptation to climate change. 
Delivering on successful adaptation and mitigation 
measures requires a scale-up in efforts by all 
sectors across the economy through various 
enabling policy frameworks. The local government 
sector has an important leadership role as a key 
mobiliser of climate action at regional, local and 
community level. There are opportunities for local 
authorities, supported by the CAROs and Regional 
Assemblies, to deliver much wider change with 
an enhanced climate action function. We need 
to climate-proof our settlements, our built assets 
and our strategic infrastructure from the impacts 
of climate change. This region has an opportunity 
to harness strategic sites within worked out bogs 
and peatlands that provide value propositions of 
scale for climate mitigation, biodiversity, tourism, 
renewable energy, education, recreation and 
amenity etc.

• Invest in building out the gas supply network into 
the region: Natural Gas (CNG) can contribute to 
decarbonisation of high energy usage of vehicles, 
such as heavy goods vehicles and buses, where 
electricity is currently not a viable alternative 
to diesel. Gaps in the network in counties Sligo, 
Roscommon, Donegal and Leitrim need to be 
addressed and investment needs to be made 
in refuelling infrastructure for alternative fuels. 
Furthermore, supports are needed to develop 
capacity in gas to grid injection facilities along 
with anaerobic digestion facilities. 

• Deliver a safe secure and reliable electricity 
network as it transitions to a low carbon 
economy: The Northern and Western Region 
is rich in renewable energy resources – such 
as wind, solar and wave – and by supporting 
renewable energy projects (including community-
led projects and microgeneration energy 
prosumers) the region can fully utilise the 
potential economic and environmental benefits of 
these resources. In this regard, the development 
of the grid will enable the transmission system to 
safely accommodate more diverse power flows 
from surplus regional generation and also to 
facilitate future growth in electricity demand. 
This investment is particularly important if our 
region is to accommodate targeted population 
growth and jobs in the Galway Metropolitan Area, 
Regional Growth Centres and in our Key Towns, 
where a reliable, high-quality electricity supply 
will be needed to deliver success. Sufficient levels 
of capital investment should be provided for the 
following key projects, namely: 
◊	 North Connacht Project (Roscommon, Sligo, 

Mayo)
◊	 Regional  So lut ion Project  (ser ies 

compensation on 400 kV network – Galway)
◊	 North-South 400 kV Interconnector (Meath, 

Cavan, Monaghan, Armagh, Tyrone)
◊	 Bellacorick – Castlebar 110 kV Line update 

Mayo
◊	 North West Project (study area - Donegal, 

Leitrim, Sligo)
◊	 Bellacorick – Moy 110 kV Line update (Mayo)
◊	 Cashla – Salthill 110 kV Line update (Galway)
◊	 Galway 110 kV Station Redevelopment 

(Galway)

• Expand the renewable energy infrastructure of 
the Northern and Western Region: Stimulating 
the development and deployment of the most 
advantageous renewable energy systems is 
essential in pursuit of the pathway towards a 
low carbon future. This must include investment 
in onshore and offshore energy renewables and 
requires investment in research and innovation, 
skills development and development of new 
market opportunities for the renewable energy 
industry. It will also require further investment 
in Galway and Killybegs ports to maintain and 
grow their capacity to service the on-shore and 
offshore renewable energy sector.

• Invest in Sustainable Management of Water 
and other Environmental Resources: Water is a 
valuable resource and is essential to sustaining 
the resilience of this region. The National Water 
Resources Plan (NWRP) will outline how Irish 
Water will manage its supplies over the short, 
medium and long term. The provision of water 
is an important input to delivery of the RSES 
as is the provision of surface water drainage 
and Wastewater Treatment infrastructure. The 
projects outlined below are specified as necessary 
to deliver the growth model outlined in the RSES:
◊	 Galway East Main Drainage Scheme
◊	 Merlin Park and Doughiska Wastewater 

Network Bottleneck Project
◊	 Galway City Water Supply Scheme
◊	 Galway City Mains Rehabilitation Contract
◊	 Athlone Water Treatment Plant
◊	 Sligo & Environs Water Supply Scheme
◊	 Carrick-on-Shannon Water Treatment Plant 

Upgrade
◊	 Pollan Dam Water Supply Scheme
◊	 Galway City Drainage Area Plan
◊	 Monksland WWTP and Drainage Area Plan
◊	 Monaghan Town Drainage Area Plan
◊	 Roscommon Town Main Drainage
◊	 Lough Talt Water Supply Scheme

4.5: Enterprise Skills and Innovation Capacity

• Support and expand the Northern and Western 
Region’s network of co-working hubs: Co-working 
hubs – that provide high-quality facilities with 
high-speed broadband – should be developed 

in line with settlement strategy of the RSES and 
in prominent rural communities in the region.

• Deliver enterprise infrastructure that will grow 
the region’s enterprise base, develop clusters 
and support smart specialisation: Investment 
should aim to deliver appropriately sized 
enterprise infrastructure to provide “landing 
space” for potential companies and provide 
sufficiently scaled landbanks with appropriate 
utility infrastructure. Investment here should 
also aim to develop the region’s business 
incubation centres, community enterprise 
centres, accelerator development schemes, 
local enterprise offices, research and innovation 
centres with Higher Education Institutes (HEIs), 
technology gateways, technology centres, and 
IDA business and technology parks. 

• Deliver placemaking initiatives and infrastructure 
packages that will support enterprise growth: 
The Placemaking credentials of the region are 
key to attracting companies, and investment in 
infrastructure should be aligned to this principle

• Ensure investment supports the economies 
of rural communities based in the Region: 
Investment should support sustainable 
sectors that are key to the development of 
rural economies, including but not limited to 
agriculture, marine, wind energy, solar energy, 
and retrofitting. Such investment should support 
the creation of local multi-feedstock bio-refining 
hubs and bio-districts/clusters and for the further 
development of Ag-innovation clusters – pushing 
convergence between farm, research, technology 
and commercialisation.

Northern & Western Regional AssemblyNational Development Plan review16 17

NWRA NDP Review



2: Economic Profile 

• GDP: The Northern and Western Region is 
the only region in Ireland to be classified as 
“Transition Region”, due to the fact its GDP 
per head of population-averaged at 82% of the 
EU 27 average, during the commission’s latest 
evaluation period (2015-2017). More up to date 
data has shown that the region’s GDP per head 
of population performance - relative to the EU 
27 average - continued to decline up to the end 
of 2018, to the point where the region’s GDP 
per head of population is now 73% of the EU 
average20.

• Household Income: As of 2019, the median 
household income in the Northern and Western 
Region was €35,098, which was well below the 
corresponding national median of €42,524. 
Although the region has recorded year-on-year 
income growth in every year since 2017, the gap 
in household incomes between the Northern and 
Western region and the State median has been 
growing over time, progressively increasing from 
a gap of €4,527 in 2015 to €7,426 in 2019, albeit 
the gap did narrow marginally in 201921.

• Household Wealth: Households in the Northern 
and Western Region recorded the lowest level 
of net household wealth in Ireland at €139,900 
per household, with this being the only NUTS 2 
Region in Ireland to record net household wealth 
below the corresponding State median (€178,400) 
as of 201822.

• Commercial Vacancy: Above average commercial 
vacancy rates were recorded in 7 out of the 8 
counties based in the region, with the Northern 
and Western Region recording a commercial 
vacancy rate 2.1 percentage points above the 
national average, as of September 201923.

• Labour Market Conditions: A total of 57,166 
residents in the Northern and Western Region 
were in receipt of the Pandemic Unemployment 
Payment (PUP) as of the 3rd of January 202124. As 

20 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/regions/data/database
21 https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-silc/surveyonincomeandlivingconditionssilc2019/
22 https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-hfcs/householdfinanceandconsumptionsurvey2018/wealth/
23 GeoDirectory commercial database as of September 2019
24 https://data.cso.ie/product/LR
25 https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/registrations/covid-19-support-schemes-statistics-14-january-2021.pdf
26 https://www.nwra.ie/news/coronavirus-the-towns-most-economically-at-risk/#dflip-df_7775/1/
27 Export intensity is the degree to which a region’s exporting enterprises are reliant on exports. A ratio of 100% would imply that a region’s exporting 

enterprises are completely reliant on exports. https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-eeii/exportingenterprisesinireland2017/region/

of November, the total number of employees that 
were in receipt of the Employment Wage Subsidy 
Scheme and working for an employer based in 
the Northern and Western Region amounted to 
48,43625 as of December 2020.

• Commercial Market Conditions: From a 
commercial market perspective, 48.6 per cent 
of the Northern and Western Region’s commercial 
units were operating in the sectors most likely 
to be the worst affected from the economic 
disruption caused by COVID-19, implying that 
just over 16,515 commercial units in the region 
were likely to be severely impacted as a result of 
the public health measures. This was above the 
corresponding “COVID-19 Exposure Ratio” for the 
State as a whole, which was 46 per cent, and the 
highest of the three NUTS 2 regions of Ireland. 
All of the counties of the Northern and Western 
Region recorded above average “COVID-19 
exposure ratios”, with the highest exposure ratio 
in the region recorded in Donegal, with 50.6 per 
cent of its commercial units operating in the 
sectors likely to be worst affected26.

• Export Performance: The Northern and Western 
Region is not as export-oriented compared to 
the national norm. As per the latest available 
statistics, the export intensity27 of the Northern 
and Western Region stood at 72.3%, which was 
below the corresponding State average of 77.4% 
in 2017, albeit the gap between the State and the 
region has narrowed in recent years. That said, 
the number of IDA Ireland client companies based 
in the region has risen over the past decade, rising 
from 136 companies in 2009 to 174 in 2019.

Appendix A: Evidence Base

14 Northern and Western Regional Assembly calculations based on data from Transport Infrastructure Ireland
15 Northern and Western Regional Assembly calculations based on data from the Department of Transport
16 Northern and Western Regional Assembly calculations based on data from the Higher Education Authority. General capital funding refers to funding 

provided for undergraduate and teaching facilities
17 Includes enrollments from undergraduates, FETAC Advanced Certificate, FETAC Certificate, and remote learners studying undergraduates.
18 Northern and Western Regional Assembly calculations based on data from the Higher Education Authority. Research capital funding refers to funding 

provided for research and postgraduate facilities. CSO and Eurostat data provided for population data
19 Northern and Western Regional Assembly calculations based on data from the HSE Estate department

The following profiles were used to inform the priorities of the Northern and Western 
Regional Assembly.

1: Capital Investment Profile 

• National Roads: Between 2009 and 2019, the 
Northern and Western Region – on average – 
received funding of €85,598 for national roads per 
km of such roads; below the national average of 
€98,501 during this period. Apart from Galway, all 
the counties based in the Northern and Western 
Region received national roads funding – per km 
of such roads – below the corresponding national 
average of €98,50114.

• Regional and Local Roads: Since funding levels 
have been based on 2012 roads lengths, the 
Northern and Western Region has – on average 
– received €3,869 for regional and local roads 
per km of such roads; below the national average 
of €3,998. Since 2012, below-average funding 
levels – per km of regional and local roads – were 
provided to Cavan, Galway County, Leitrim, Mayo, 
Monaghan, and Roscommon15.

• Third Level Infrastructure: Between 2009 and 
2019, the Higher Education Institutes based in 
the Northern and Western Region – on average 
– received general capital funding16 of €333 per 
undergraduate enrolled17, which was below the 
corresponding national average of €403 during 
this period. General capital investment in Higher 
Education infrastructure in the Northern and 
Western region – per head of undergraduate 
enrolled – was below the State average in 9 out 
of the last 11 inclusive years.

• Research Infrastructure: Between 2009 and 2019, 
Higher Education Institutes within the Northern 
and Western Region received below-average 
research capital funding – per head of population 
– in 8 out of the last 11 inclusive years18.

• Health Infrastructure: Capital investment in 
health infrastructure in the Northern and Western 
region – per head of population – was below the 
State average in 8 out of the last 11 inclusive 
years. Per head of population, the Northern and 
Western Region – on average – received €66 
in capital investment for health infrastructure 
between 2008 and 2018, which was below the 
corresponding national average of €7919. 

• URDF: As of January 2021, a total of €297.8 
million had been allocated to projects approved 
under Call 1 of the URDF (projects under category 
A & B). For projects in the Northern and Western 
Region, a total of €37.4 million has been allocated 
under Call 1 of the URDF as of January 2021. 
Per head of population, it was found that the 
Northern and Western Region – in terms of the 
URDF – was allocated €43 per head of population, 
which was below the corresponding national 
average (€60). This underpins the case for positive 
discrimination for our region.

• RRDF: Between 2018 and 2020, a total of €166.5 
million had been spent on projects approved 
under Call 1 and 2 of the RRDF. For projects in the 
Northern and Western Region, a total of €65.9 
million has been spent on projects under Call 1 
and 2 of the RRDF during this period. 
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This was followed by Galway at 326 MW, Mayo 
at 266 MW, Roscommon at 152 MW, Cavan at 
136 MW, Sligo at 73 MW, Leitrim at 69 MW and 
Monaghan at 27 MW. 

• Public Transport Accessibility: As of 201635, 
29.6% of Ireland’s population was served with 
high-frequency public transport, (i.e. Luas, bus 
or train with over 50 departures a day). Except 
for Galway City, all the Local Authorities based 
in the Northern and Western Region recorded 
ratios below the State average. Outside of 
Galway City – where 50.3% of the population 
were served by high-frequency public transport 
stops – the remaining Local Authorities in the 
region registered below-average proportions 
namely, Roscommon at 8.6%, Cavan at 5.2%, Sligo 
at 0.9%, Galway County at 0.8%, with residents in 
Donegal, Leitrim, Monaghan and Mayo having no 
access to high-frequency public transport stops.

• Afforestation: There was a significant decline in 
the size of afforestation in the region over the past 
decade, progressively dropping from 2,122 ha in 
2009 to 1,512 ha in 201936. Outside of Leitrim – 
where the size of afforestation grew by 61.5 per 
cent between 2009 and 2019 – all the remaining 
counties of the region registered declines in the 
size of afforestation, namely Donegal (-73.8%), 
Mayo (-49.6%), Sligo (-48.9%), Cavan (-35.8%), 
Monaghan (-33%), Roscommon (-20.9%), and 
Galway (-12.3%). 

35 Based on Census 2016 data
36 https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/15b56-forest-statistics-and-mapping/

3: Socioeconomic Profile 

• Deprivation Rates: The region’s deprivation rate 
has continued to rise in recent times; to the 
point where 19.5% of the region’s population are 
experiencing enforced deprivation as of 2019, 
which was above the corresponding national 
rate of 17.8%28. 

• Education Attainment: Third level attainment 
rates in the Northern and Western Region stood at 
42% in 2019, which was below the corresponding 
State average of 47%. Encouragingly, third level 
education enrolments29 in the region have risen 
from just over 31,000 in 2009 to just over 40,000 
in 2019.

• Commuting Patterns: As of Q2 201930, residents 
living in the Northern and Western Region 
experienced shorter commute times, compared 
to the national average of 28 minutes for a one-
way commute. Of the eight sub-regions, residents 
in the Border had the second-lowest one-way 
commute time in Ireland – at 23 minutes – while 
those living in the West also registered a below-
average one-way commute time (25 minutes).

• Population Estimates: The total population of the 
Northern and Western Region stood at 877,700 
as of April 2020, according to the latest available 
estimates from the CSO31. 

28 https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-silc/surveyonincomeandlivingconditionssilc2019/
29 Higher Education Authority enrolment data. Includes enrollments from undergraduates, postgraduates, FETAC Advanced Certificate, FETAC Certificate, 

and remote learners
30 https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/br/b-lfstb/labourforcesurveybulletinmainplaceofworkandcommutingtimein2019/
31 https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/er/pme/populationandmigrationestimatesapril2020/
32 https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/er/dber/domesticbuildingenergyratingsquarter32020/
33 Fast chargers can get an 80 percent charge to most EVs in 30 minutes, while high powered chargers can give a charge of 100km in as little as six minutes. 

Data provided by the ESB
34 Data provided by the Irish Wind Energy Association

4: Low Carbon Economy Profile 

• Household Energy Efficiency: Only 19% of the 
homes audited in Ireland registered either a BER 
of “A” or “B” between 2009 and Q3 202032, with 
below-average proportions recorded in all of the 
counties of the Northern and Western Region, 
namely Monaghan (17% of homes to register 
either a BER of “A” or “B”), Cavan (15%), Galway 
County (14%), Galway City (13%), Sligo (12%), 
Mayo (11%), Donegal (11%), Leitrim (10%) and 
Roscommon (9%).

• EV and Hybrids: As per the latest full-year data, 
EV and Hybrid cars accounted for 11.1% of all new 
private cars licensed for the first time in Northern 
and Western Region in 2019, which was below 
the corresponding national ratio of 12.7% and the 
lowest out of all the NUTS 2 Regions of Ireland. 
In terms of counties, below-average proportions 
were recorded in Sligo (12.2% of all new cars 
licensed for the first time were either an EV or 
Hybrid), Monaghan (12%), Mayo (12%), Leitrim 
(11%) and Roscommon (4.1%), with Roscommon 
recording the lowest proportion in Ireland. That 
said, above-average proportions were registered 
in Donegal (12.9%), Cavan (15.1%) and Galway 
(16.3%).

• EV Public Charging Infrastructure: As of 
December 2020, there was 21 ESB EV “Fast 
Chargers” in the Northern and Western Region, 
with each of these chargers having three sockets 
of different varieties, while there was 1 ESB EV 
“High Powered Charger” based in the region, 
with this charger having two sockets of different 
varieties33. 

• Onshore Wind Energy Capacity: The Northern 
and Western Region has an installed onshore 
wind energy capacity of 1,502 MW as of July 
2020, representing 35.1% of Ireland’s installed 
wind energy capacity34. In terms of counties, 
Donegal had the largest installed wind energy 
capacity at 453 MW, accounting for 10.6% of the 
total installed wind energy capacity in the State. 
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https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/15b56-forest-statistics-and-mapping/
https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-silc/surveyonincomeandlivingconditionssilc2019/
https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/br/b-lfstb/labourforcesurveybulletinmainplaceofworkand
https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/er/pme/populationandmigrationestimatesapril2020/
https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/er/dber/domesticbuildingenergyratingsquarter32020/


Appendix B: Regional Policy Objectives – Roads 
Projects
RPO 6.6
In accordance with National Development Plan 
investment commitments to bring the following 
schemes through planning/design/ construction, the 
following projects shall be delivered to an appropriate 
level of service in the short term and in any case by 
2027 having regard to the standard in the NPF of an 
average inter-urban speed of 90KPH:
• A5 Road Development
• N4 Collooney to Castlebaldwin
• N5 Ballaghaderreen to Scramogue and
• Turlough to Westport
• N6 Galway City Ring Road
• N56 Dungloe to Glenties and Mountcharles to 

lnver
• N59 Moycullen Bypass.

RPO 6.7
In accordance with National Development Plan 
investment commitments to progress the following 
schemes through pre-appraisal and early planning, 
the following projects shall be progressed through 
pre-appraisal and early planning in the short term 
and shall thereafter proceed to construction and be 
delivered to an appropriate level of service within the 
lifetime of the RSES:
• N2 Clontibret to the Border connecting to the A5
• N2 Ardee to south of Castleblaney
• N3 Virginia Bypass
• N4 Carrick on Shannon to Dromod
• N13 Ballybofey Stranorlar Bypass
• N13/N14/N56 Letterkenny Bypass and Dual 

Carriageway to Manorcunningham
• N14 Manorcunningham to Lifford
• N17 Knock to Collooney.

RPO 6.8
The delivery of the following projects shall be pursued, 
in consultation with and subject to
the agreement of TII, through pre-appraisal, early 
planning and to construction as priority
projects to be delivered to an appropriate level of 
service in the medium-term.
• N3 North of Kells to Enniskillen, via Cavan and 

the A509 in Fermanagh
• N5/N26/N58 Mount Falcon to Swinford, Castlebar 

East to Bohola Project
• N13 Manorcunningham to Bridgend/Derry
• N13 Stranorlar to Letterkenny
• N15 Sligo to Bundoran
• N15 Stranorlar to Lifford
• N16 Sligo to Blacklion
• N53 Dundalk to N2 at Carrickmacross
• N54/A3 Cavan to Monaghan Town
• N55 Cavan Town to Athlone
• N56 lnver to Killybegs
• N59 Upgrade (including the N59 Oughterard 

Bypass and the N59 Clifden to Oughterard 
Scheme)

• N61 Athlone to Boyle improvement
• N63 Longford to M17 at Annagh (Junction 18)

RPO 6.9
The following regional and local roads shall be 
progressed to an appropriate level of service in the 
short-term and in any case by 2027:
• Garavogue Bridge Scheme, Sligo

RPO 6.10
The East-West (Dundalk to Sligo) Road will be pursued 
incrementally in the short and medium term, to be 
delivered to an appropriate level of service (Dundalk 
- Carrickmacross - Shercock - Cootehill - Cavan - 
Enniskillen - Blacklion).
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