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EPA State of Environment Reports

 Comprehensive, Evidence Based Assessments - series of 
reports produced every 4 years. Now 7th in series. 

 Based on Extensive data from EPA & others. 

 Consider all key aspects of Ireland’s environment –
climate change, water, marine, air, biodiversity, land, 
marine, noise etc.

 Set in a context of economic sectors ( incl. agriculture, 
energy, transport, waste, industry)  and societal 
developments 



Purpose of SoE Reports

 Provide a snapshot of the environment at a point in time.

 Track trends and changes in the environment

 Identify progress in meeting  Ireland’s main environmental 
challenges & priorities for the future

 Facilitate policy makers and decision-makers in reviewing 
developments in their respective areas- change existing 
policies, new policies or approaches brought forward



Context: A Changing Ireland

 Live in a very different Ireland since our 1st Report in 
1996

 An Extra  1.3 million additional people living in Ireland
 Projected to grow by a further 1m by 2040

 More Well off – GNP increased >4 fold: 
 more consumption and production of goods
 Increasing waste generation
 More cars, more emissions - more than doubled since 1996

 All lead to increasing pressures on the environment

 Which can adversely affect the state of our environment 



Main Finding of Ireland’s Environment 2020

 Ireland’s environment is a strategic and valuable asset for the 
country – clean water, biodiversity, soils, energy, clean air.

 The quality of our environment is not what it should be.

 Outlook is not optimistic - need to accelerate the implementation of 
solutions across all sectors and society. 

 Systemic and enduring challenges putting pressure on the 
environment which -

 Cut across different environmental topics  - such as climate, air, soil, 
water, marine, biodiversity, waste

 As well as cutting across all sectors (e.g. agriculture, transport, energy 
etc.) of the economy and society



Press Notice 25.11.20
Irish Examiner



Some Examples of the Key Issues 
Highlights v LowLights Significant Issues

 90% of our energy is still generated from fossil fuels with 
resulting  greenhouse gas emissions; 

 Air quality in some urban areas doesn’t meet WHO standards; 

 Nature and habitats are being damaged (85% of EU listed 
habitats are in unfavourable condition); 

 Drinking Water supplies on RAL / Bathing Water Quality
 Raw sewage is being discharged to water (coastal and inland 

water bodies) from 35 towns and villages; 
 Pristine river water quality is being lost (from over 500 areas in 

the 80s to just 20 in 2020), Only 4% remaining - 96% lost.

 >1m tonnes of food waste is generated each year in Ireland,    



Ireland’s Environment - 13 Key Messages



We Need Vision and Implementation to Protect 
Ireland’s Environment and our 
Health and Wellbeing 

13 Key Messages
 SoE 01: Environmental Policy Position -

A national policy position for Ireland’s  environment.
A vision to protect Ireland’s environment into the future. 

 SoE 02: Full Implementation
Full implementation of and compliance with existing 
environmental legislation is essential to protecting our         
environment 

. 
 SoE 03:  Health and Well being

Protecting the Environment is an Investment in Our 
Health and Wellbeing – the benefits are intrinsically                    
linked



Overall Key Messages from the 
2020 State of Environment Report for Ireland



Step Up to Protect the Environment 
Around Us as it is Under Increasing Threat 



Step Up to Protect the Environment 
Around Us as it is Under Increasing Threat 

 SoE 04: Climate
Systemic change is required for Ireland to become the   
climate-neutral and climate-resilient society and   
economy that it aspires to be.

 SoE 05:  Air Quality
Adoption of measures to meet the World Health
Organization Air Quality guideline values should be the 
target to aim for in the Clean Air Strategy.

 SoE 06:  Nature
Safeguard nature and wild places as a national priority       
and to leave a legacy for future generations. 



Land Cover Mapping /SAC Distribution

Opportunities 
v Constraints



Overall Key Messages from the 
2020 State of Environment Report for Ireland



Step Up to Protect the Environment 
Around Us as it is Under Increasing Threat 

 SoE 07: Water Quality
Improve the water environment and tackle water   
pollution locally at a water catchment level.

 SoE 08: Marine
Reduce the human-induced pressures on the    
marine environment. Fishing, climate change,  
and marine litter such as plastics.. 







System Change – Delivery on Sectoral 
and Societal Outcomes Needs to be 
Accelerated 

 SoE 09: Clean Energy
Ireland needs to move rapidly away from the                
extensive use of fossil fuels to the use of clean energy
systems 

 SoE 10: Environmentally-sustainable Agriculture
An agriculture and food sector that 
producing food with a low environmental footprint. 



System Change – Delivery on Sectoral 
and Societal Outcomes Needs to be 
Accelerated 
 SoE 11:  Water Services

Drinking water and wastewater infrastructure must   
meet the needs of our society.

 SoE 12:  Circular Economy
Move to a less wasteful and circular economy where   
the priority is waste prevention, reuse, repair and  
recycling. 

 SoE 13:  Land Use
Promote integrated land-mapping approach to  
support decision-making on sustainable land use. 



High Resolution Land Cover Mapping





Some Key Actions for a 
Cleaner Greener Environment  -Over the next 
decade , the challenges facing us are to:

 Halt any further deterioration in our natural environment 
while supporting our economy and accommodating our 
growing population. 

 Accelerate action to decarbonise and green our economy 
and society, so achieving climate neutrality by 2050. 

 Protect ourselves against the inevitable consequences of 
climate change and associated climate disruption. 

 Start restoring the precious habitats and water bodies 
that we have lost. 

 Leave space for nature as part of a new approach to 
biodiversity protection. Inherent link with health.



Actions for a Cleaner Greener Environment 
Over the next decade, Climate disruption:



Some Key Actions for a  Cleaner Greener 
Environment Over the next decade, 
the challenges facing us are to: 

 Designate more of our marine area as protected areas. 
 Protect air quality by switching to cleaner fuels and 

energy for transport and heating homes. 
 Massively reduce our annual one million tonnes of food 

waste. 
 Foster more sustainable agricultural production and land-

use systems and management. 
 Invest in essential water services infrastructure that 

protects drinking water supplies and eliminates discharges 
of raw sewage. 

 Achieve greater efficiency in our production and 
consumption activities when using raw materials. 



Irelands Environment Video Clip

https://youtu.be/EN4NO8C8Rjg

https://youtu.be/EN4NO8C8Rjg


Go raibh maith agaibh
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