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1. Introduction 
This submission relates to Children and Young People’s Services Committees (CYPSC).  CYPSC are a key 
structure identified by Government to plan and co-ordinate services for children and young people in 
every county in Ireland. The overall purpose is to improve outcomes for children and young people 
through local and national interagency working.   

There are 27 CYPSC nationally with seven CYPSC operating across 8 counties in the Northern and 
Western Region.  

This submission is to raise awareness of CYPSC highlighting the value of CYPSC in strategic planning 
and development of services and supports for children and young people; and in so doing demonstrate 
the relevance and importance of referencing CYPSC in the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy 
(RSES) for the Northern and Western Region. 

 

2. Children and Young People’s Services Committees 
CYPSC are county-level committees that bring together the main statutory, community and voluntary 
providers of services to children and young people.  They provide a forum for joint planning and co-
ordination of activity and for oversight of local policy and provision, to ensure that children, young 
people and their families receive optimum services. Their role is to enhance interagency co-operation 
and to realise the five national outcomes set out in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures: The National 
Policy Framework for Children and Young People, 2014-20201. 

CYPSC are an initiative of the Department of Children and Youth Affairs with oversight provided by the 
CYPSC National Steering Group.  The CYPSC National Steering Group is part of the Better Outcomes, 
Brighter Futures national implementation structures. 

The CYPSC model of inter-agency working has developed and grown in Ireland since 2007.  The 
Blueprint for the development of Children and Young People’s Services Committees (DCYA, 2015)2 
provides an overview of CYPSC.   Each Children and Young People's Services Committee develops and 
oversees the implementation of an evidenced-informed, strategic three-year Children and Young 
People’s Plan (CYPP) for the county / CYPSC area, designed to improve outcomes for children and 
young people. The CYPPs respond to national priorities and local priorities that the CYPSC has agreed 
to address, and includes a detailed action plan of activities which will be undertaken by the CYPSC and 
its sub groups to make impact on those priorities. The CYPSC plan is developed in partnership with 
children, young people and families as well as in partnership with member agencies and sub groups 
and is responsive to local needs. 

CYPSC membership comprises senior management from the statutory, community and voluntary 
providers in any county, that are working to provide services and to deliver better outcomes for 
children and young people aged 0 to 24 years .  The CYPSC chairperson is drawn from Tusla Child and 
Family Agency with the CYPSC Vice Chairperson is drawn from the local authority. See figure 1 for 
CYPSC membership.   

                                                           
1 https://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/cypp_framework/BetterOutcomesBetterFutureReport.pdf  
2 https://www.cypsc.ie/_fileupload/Documents/Resources/Blueprint_for_the_development_of_CYPSC.pdf  
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Figure 1. CYPSC membership. 

 

3. Alignment with RSES for the Northern and Western Region 
The geographical area for a local CYPSC is co-terminus with Local Authority boundaries. The remit of 
Galway CYPSC encompasses both the city and county Local Authority area. Table 1 lists the CYPSC 
within the Northern and Western Region: 

Galway CYPSC Roscommon CYPSC Sligo Leitrim CYPSC 
Donegal CYPSC Monaghan CYPSC Mayo CYPSC 
Cavan CYPSC   

 
Table 1. CYPSC within the Northern and Western Region  
 
Since the establishment of Local Community Development Committees (LCDC), CYPSC and LCDC 
relationships have developed.  The Local Community Development Committees (LCDC) – Children & 
Young People’s Services Committees (CYPSC) Guidance Document (2016)3  describes how Local 
Community Development Committees (LCDC) and Children and Young People’s Services Committees 
(CYPSC) should work together and sets out how engagement between the structures should be 
progressed. 

Figure 2 indicates the governance structure for CYPSC including the relationship between the CYPSC 
Children and Young People’s Plans and the LCDC Local Economic and Community Plans (LECP).  
 

                                                           
3 https://www.cypsc.ie/_fileupload/Documents/Resources/Resources%20Page/Guidance-doc-CYPSC-and-
LCDC-Dec-16.pdf  
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Figure 2. CYPSC governance and relationship between LCDC LECP and CYPSC CYPP 

CYPSC priorities are aligned to the five National Outcomes for children and young people as outlined 
in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures.  These outcomes are that children and young people in Ireland: 

1. Are active and healthy, with positive physical and mental well-being; 
2. Are achieving their full potential in all areas of learning and development; 
3. Are safe and protected from harm; 
4. Have economic security and opportunity; 
5. Are connected, respected and contributing to their world. 

The National Planning Framework (NPF) outlines 10 National Strategic Outcomes (NSO).  These 
outcomes are underpinned by an overarching policy initiative of Government (reflected also in 
Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures) to make Ireland a better country for all its citizens.  

Particular reference can be made to Ireland’s national outcomes for children and young people in 
relation to the NSOs including: 

 A Strong Economy Supported by Enterprise, Innovation and Skill 
o National Outcome 4: Economic Security and Opportunity 

 
 Access to Quality Childcare, Education and Health Services 

o National Outcome 1: Active and Healthy 
o National Outcome 2: Achieving in all areas of Learning and Development 

CYPSC provide a core infrastructure at county-level with a strategic overview of service delivery and 
planning that is essential to ensure a balanced approach to both the rejuvenation of MASP areas, 
Key Towns and wider rural towns and dispersed communities.  
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A range of local CYPSC priority responses to identified needs of children and young people 0-24 years 
chime with the aspirations of the RSES, not exclusive to but including: 

- Rural transport to support social inclusion of children and young people 
- Access to quality early years care and education 
- Promotion of the health and well-being of children and young people including mental health 
- Homelessness – supporting the developmental needs of children and young people living in 

inadequate housing 
 

4. Key messages for RSES 
Children and young people aged 0-24 years comprise one third of Ireland’s population (33%) and this 
sizeable population percentage is mirrored across the Northern and Western Region also at 33%.  
CYPSC are the key infrastructure with a remit for those 1,583,004 0-24 year old children and young 
people nationally, supporting interagency collaboration between core services across Ireland; 
including 8 counties in the Northern and Western Region with a population of 280,250 children and 
young people aged 0-24 years.  CYPSC creates a common and shared evidence base for joint planning 
and implementation of evidence-informed responses to the needs of children and young people.  The 
CYPSC remit is universal for all children and young people with a focus on prevention and early 
intervention and informed by a progressive universalism approach that recognises that all children 
and young people need to be provided for, and that some children and young people may need 
additional supports.  There is considerable synergy between the CYPSC agenda and that of the 
Northern and Western Regional Assembly. 

CYPSC values children and young people for the beings that they are in the here and now rather than 
what they will become.  It is dedicated to enhancing children and young people’s lives now through 
interagency collaboration that results in timely and innovative responses to priority needs including 
the needs of LGBTI children and young people and children and young people with disabilities.  There 
is potential for the expertise that CYPSC have in the lives of children and young people to be harnessed 
by all actors within the Northern and Western Regional Assembly to deliver good outcomes for that 
33% of its population.     

CYPSC promotes best participation practice advocating for the participation of children and young 
people in decision-making. Evidence tells us that involving children and young people in decision-
making can result in improved service outcomes and population outcomes such as health outcomes.  
It is desirable therefore that the voice of children and young people be made more visible within the 
Northern and Western Region's Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy.   

CYPSC are a vital stakeholder in the development of Ireland’s services landscape for children and 
young people and to ultimately positively impact on the lives of all children and young people, 
including those living in the Northern and Western Region.  As such CYPSC need to be recognised for 
their contribution now and those future contributions to be made by being acknowledged and 
referenced within the Northern and Western Region's Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for their 
role.   
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For more information / queries contact: 
Morgan Mee 
Coordinator for Galway Children and Young People’s Services Committee 
Tusla, Child and Family Agency 
25 Newcastle Road,  
Galway, 
morgan.mee@cypsc.ie 
www.cypsc.ie  
 

 

 


