Local Authority Briefing

Better Places
With a growth target in the region
of up to 180,000 new people
accompanied by 115,000 new
jobs, the draft Regional Spatial
and Economic Strategy was
adopted at a special meeting of
the NWRA in November. The
ambitious strategy is crafting a
vision for a region that is vibrant,
connected, low carbon, smart
and a great place to live See inside

Northern and Western Regional Assembly

Chairperson's Briefing
The Northern and Western Regional Assembly has a leadership role to
play in identifying regional policies and coordinating initiatives that
support the delivery and implementation of national planning policy.
The primary vehicle for this is the preparation and implementation of
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSES).
As Cathaoirleach in 2018 I am extremely proud to be presiding over the
published draft and I would like to take this opportunity to
acknowledge my colleagues in the Assembly but also the executive
team driving its publication.

for more detail

Competitiveness
The NWRA is managing its 3rd
Regional Operational Programme
(ROP) for the Border, Midland
and Western (BMW) Region. A
€320 million programme from
the European Regional
Development Fund (ERDF) and
the Irish exchequer between
2014 and 2020

Collaboration
€9m Delivered to Ireland!
Some of Ireland’s most cutting
edge and innovative projects
received considerable EU
backing in October. As National
Contact Point the Northern and
Western Regional Assembly
(NWRA) assisted in securing over
€9M in Project Funding for Irish
Partners through the Atlantic Area
Programme. See inside for more detail
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It is important to acknowledge the contribution from all our constituent
Local Authorities in crafting the draft RSES. The Members are
committed to ensuring this process is done in a spirit of cooperation.
It is impossible to capture all of the work
underway across the region. The purpose of
this short briefing is to capture some of the
highlights and I intend to keep you briefed
throughout the year. For my year in the Chair of
the NWRA I am seeking your assistance with
two priorities:
1/ Firstly, I want to encourage you and your
Local Authority to analyze our draft RSES. I
want to encourage the continued high levels of innovation, but I
also want to stimulate critical feedback
2/ Secondly, in the context of Brexit, it is more important than ever
to promote stories of EU investment across our region. Later this
year I will be publishing a set of stories capturing 30 Years of
Cohesion Policy. This is our opportunity to recognise
#EUinmyRegion and we need to promote it together

Cllr. Seamus Coyle (Monaghan), Cathaoirleach
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Regional Greenway
Strategy
OUR WAY is a project that aims to
contribute to conserving,
protecting, promoting and
developing natural and cultural
heritage in using Greenways as
sustainable and smart
transportation links across our
region.
The NWRA intends to improve

€9m Delivered to Ireland
Some of Ireland’s most cutting edge and innovative projects
have received considerable EU backing. From Cardiff the
executive of the Northern and Western Regional Assembly
(NWRA), secured over €9M in Project Funding for Irish Partners
through the Atlantic Area Programme. The NWRA are the Irish
National Contact Point for the INTERREG Atlantic Area
Programme and promote,
support and assist projects with
Irish interest in the application
and delivery of their
transnational projects.
“We are delighted to announce
over €9M funding for 39

coordination among the different
key actors; to develop
governance systems to manage
Greenways; to identify models
and good practices for the
protection and maintenance of
Greenways; to identify financial
instruments and funding for
Greenways and to promote
Greenways and product
development.

different Irish Partners has been

Cllr Coyle in promoting the

by Donegal County Council. TrailGlazers will explore how new

project said that 'Greenways have

technologies such as Go Pro cameras, Drones and Talking

captured the imagination of

Heads can be used to showcase trails to Atlantic tourist visitors

people around the country since

via virtual experiences..

secured, partners such as
Donegal Co Co, Sligo Co Co,
ERNACT, NUIG, and Údarás na Gaeltachta, all key actors
helping to shape our region’s future, will be in receipt of this
much needed investment” Brendan Mooney EU Programmes
Executive NWRA
One of the projects Brendan Mooney was keen to highlight
that received funding is called “TrailGlazers” a €2M project led

the Great Western Greenway
opened in County Mayo in 2010.

Cathaoirleach Seamus Coyle commenting on the news was

This timely project aims to

adamant 'that we need to keep EU Cooperation Funds in the

develop in cooperation with the

region and I would encourage each and every local authority

Department of Transport and

to register support for the Cohesion Alliance". It only takes 1

their recently published 'Strategy

minute.

for Future Development of
National / Regional Greenways'.

November 2018
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy

After the success in winning the
European Entrepreneurial
Region 2018 the NWRA was
invited to participate in a
competitive EU Commission
call titled International Urban
Cooperation

The elected members of the Northern & Western Regional
Assembly (NWRA), have formally adopted a draft of the region’s
first-ever Spatial and Economic
Strategy. The strategy sets out an
ambitious vision up to 2040 by taking
advantage of the high quality of life,
knowledge and adaptability in areas
such as energy, digitilisation,
environment, innovation and
entrepreneurship.

The International Urban
Cooperation (IUC) programme
aims to enable cities to link up
and share solutions to common
problems. It is part of a longterm strategy by the European
Union to foster sustainable
urban development in
cooperation with both the
public and private sectors.
After a competitive bidding
process and extensive market
research the North and West
Region was paired with the
O'Higgins Region in Chile
building on strong existing trade
links between industry and our
SMEs. The two regions also
share a strong historical and
cultural connection.

With a projected growth of over
180,000 people bringing the entire
population of the Northern & Western
Region to over one million, a clear
objective of the plan is strengthening often weak infrastructure
in the region’s urban areas so that investment, jobs and
population growth can flourish.
The strategy seeks to identify regionally specific investments
that can act as drivers for this population growth and jobs
dividend. The region needs to supply the right housing,
infrastructure, jobs and services where and when our
communities need it. The full strategy and accompanying socioeconomic analysis is available on www.nwra.ie .

European Entrepreneurial Ambassadors
“Place matters in innovation. So do People”.
By winning the EER award for 2018 the region has
demonstrated it is a place where ‘New’ ideas flourish, and
where the capability to translate them into innovative goods,
services, processes or markets exist.
With a Foreword from Minister Heather Humpheys TD, Minister
for Business, Enterprise and Innovation why not check out our
amazing Ambassador stories that make this region so unique -

Cathaoirleach Seamus Coyle
welcomed the announcement
commenting 'in the context of
Brexit all arms of the state need to be
supporting our SMEs to explore new
markets. This is just one additional
way we can help'.
November 2018
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Urban Innovative Action Fund
The fund provides urban areas throughout Europe with resources
to test new and unproven solutions to address urban challenges.
Based on article 8 of ERDF, the Initiative has a total ERDF budget
of EUR 372 million for 2014-2020. There has never been a
successful Irish application and the NWRA wants to support our
communities access it. If you want to find out more please get in
touch with Brendan Mooney at bmooney@nwra.ie

Atlantic Economic Corridor - new website
The Atlantic Economic Corridor (AEC) is driven by business
representatives, communities and supported by national / local
government and State agencies. The new website and brochure,
completed by the NWRA, on behalf of the Taskforce was launched by
Minister Sean Kyne and is now live on www.atlanticeconomiccorridor.ie .
On behalf of the Members can we thank Minister Kyne for his work and
welcome Minister Canney to his new role

OUR ASSEMBLY

November 2018
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BMW Regional Operational Programme: In Focus
The NWRA plays a key role addressing the competitiveness of our region by delivering the Border, Midland
and West Regional Operational Programme. A placed based investment programme spanning 2014-2020.
The total fund is €320 million which is 50% co-funded by the ERDF. The priorities for the BMW Regional
Operational Programme are:
1. Strengthening Research, Technological Development & Innovation (RTDI) in the BMW Region
2. Enhancing access to, and use and quality of ICT
3. Enhancing the competitiveness of SMEs
4. Supporting the shift towards a low-carbon economy in all sectors
5. Sustainable Urban Development
As Chairperson I want to commend the Assistant Director Caitlin Conneely and her team on their continued
successful management of our programme. It is incredibly important that we work together as a region to
ensure these funds continue to be invested 'in the region; by the region'.

Supporting SME's

Designated Urban Grant Scheme

Priority 3 of the BMW Plan seeks to promote

The Designated Urban Grant Scheme is a €14m fund

entrepreneurship, in particular by facilitating the

to support local authorities in improving and

economic exploitation of new ideas and fostering

revitalising urban areas.

the creation of new firms and business

Case Study on Impact

Case Study: Louth in Focus
Dundalk has secured a €2 million grant to upgrade

TRUCK SCIENCE IN MAYO: Through our Local

Clanbrassil Street and St Nicholas Quarter – an area

Enterprise Office, we received supports in the form

taking in Church Street, Bridge Street and Linenhall

of a business priming grant and a trading online

Street.

voucher. These helped us
to create a professional

The funding has been made available through the

brand, which has served

European Regional Development Fund under the

us which in turn led to

Designated Urban Centres Grants Scheme 2014-2020

the development if our

and will be matched by Louth County Council to

website with professional video production, which

rejuvenate a large part of the town centre.

allowed us to target large corporations with
confidence.

The main aim of the funding will be to reinvigorate
Clanbrassil Street and the St Nicholas’ Quarter to

The Trading Online Voucher allowed us to design

establish a new identity for Dundalk town centre. In

and build a mobile-responsive website, which is

doing so this will assist in rebalancing the centre of

responsive not only to mobiles, but to our needs in

gravity of the town and build on the benefits reaped

the business, and the ever- changing nature of the

by the successful Market Square project completed in

industry.
November 2018

2012.
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Committee of the Regions (CoR) Update
Who is it?
The Irish delegation to the Committee of the Regions (CoR) represents local and regional government in EU policy
formation and decision-making processes. The Committee is an advisory body established in 1994 to ensure that
the public authorities closest to the citizen, in Ireland i.e. the local authorities, are consulted on European Union
policies of direct interest to them. The CoR representatives from the NWRA are notably active and are currently
engaged in detailing the consequences of Brexit on trade and the economy.

Update
Irish members of the CoR bureau attended two meetings, including one in Innsbruck, Austria which discussed the
proposals for European Territorial Cooperation in the post-2020 period. Irish members attended one plenary session in July
and one pre-plenary meeting in Ireland. Opinions adopted during this session include Boosting Growth and Cohesion in
EU Border Regions, Proposal for a Directive on unfair trading practices in business-to-business relationships in the food
supply chain, Delivering on low-emission mobility and Climate governance after 2020, a European and global perspective –
a contribution to the UNFCCC COP24.
Members intervened in the various debates
organised during the plenary session on the
EU Local and Regional Concerns, including
on the new statistical division of the EU.
At an EU Level regions are categorized into
three areas;
1/ Developed
2/ In Transition

Data Source:
Eurostat /
Graph Dr.John
Breslin (NUIG)

3/ Less Developed Regions
This is of particular relevance to the NWRA
as you can see from the graph as this region is
moving back from 'Developed' to 'Region in
Transition'. Although disappointing, the
challenge now is to explore opportunities for
enhanced regional investment.

Your Representatives
Full Members of the CoR on the Assembly include:
Cllr. Enda Stenson, Leitrim County Council, Cllr. Jerry
Lundy, Sligo County Council, Cllr. Gerry Murray, Mayo
County Council.
Alternates are Cllr Declan McDonnell, Cllr Neil McNelis
and Cllr Jimmy McLearn.

The Irish Regions Oﬃce just published its new
website
- check
November
2018 out www.ireo.eu
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The NWRA has been working with EUROSTAT and the Leuven Institute (Brussels) about a 2x
Day workshop outlining the extraction tools available on Eurostat's webpage. The course would
be valuable to those working on funding applications, competitive bids, economic
development or planning.

The course is being scheduled for January 2019 and if you are
interested please express your interest to Brenda Finn
bfinn@nwra.ie

November 2018
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