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Growth Ambition 1: Natural Region – 
sustainable and protected 
 

The Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy outlines how various groupings of our region’s 

urban places — metropolitan, core, larger, and small — along with other regional centres, 

should plan for additional population and employment growth. All places in the region 

have a role in accommodating growth, using sustainable and environmentally responsible 

development practices. By setting a clear strategic direction, through Growth Ambition 

1, we can ensure that environmental impacts and issues are managed in a considered and 

holistic way.  

 

Introduced in this Growth Ambition  is a unifying vision of the ways those efforts 

interconnect at the regional level. Justifying the integrated approach under our 'Growth 

Framework' it is necessary now, more than ever, to consider the interdependence of 

population growth, economic development, resource management and environmental 

impacts.  

 

Growth and development in this region have caused a wide range of environmental 

impacts, some irreversible. The region’s abundant natural resources have been used for 

industry and employment. Our land, water, and landscapes have been harnessed to 

support growth of national and local settlements, business and industry.  

 

A sustainable future, for the region, is one that ensures the well-being of all living things, 

carefully meshing human activities with larger patterns and systems of the natural world. 

This translates into avoiding the waste of energy, water, and raw natural resources.  

 

A sustainable approach also prevents degradation of land, air, and water, while creating 

built environments that are livable, comfortable, 

safe and healthy, as well as 

promoting/accommodating increased 

productivity. 

 

To have a more sustainable future means that 

we encourage positive development trends and 

take action to reverse negative ones. This 

requires our combined efforts to achieve the 

region’s vision. 

 

The National Strategic Objectives (NSOs) contained in the National Planning Framework 

are explicit in their commitment to sustainable development and pursuing practices 

"A unifying vision of the ways 

our efforts interconnect at the 

regional level would be a 

valuable contribution to 

environmental management 

activities" 
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aligned with a low carbon approach.  The onus is on the RSES to identify a growth pattern 

that accommodates future population and 

employment growth in a way that minimises 

adverse impacts on the environment and 

builds on the natural resources this region 

boasts.  

 

Our RSES provides the framework to unify the 

region around an environmental, growth 

management, economic and infrastructural 

transportation strategy that is efficient, 

sustainable, and inclusive. 

 

There is a growing understanding of the role 

the environment and natural landscape plays 

in quality of life index's, water quality, 

economic prosperity, food production, 

recreational opportunities, tourism visitors, sense of place, and the overall distinctiveness 

and differentiation. Many of our natural resources are inimitable. First we must protect 

them; then leverage them.  

 

There are a myriad of initiatives across the region to improve the environment and 

increase sustainability. Our environmental authorities strive through education and 

regulation to improve all qualitative features of our environment. It ultimately however 

falls to individuals to become better resource managers and to improve our collective 

experience.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

"This region is willing to harness development 

trends, and changes in public policy, where 

necessary, to demonstrate our ability to be a 

leader in pursuing a low carbon strategy" 
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Environment & Heritage  
 

Communities across the region and beyond benefit from the goods and services that our 

environment provides, including food, renewable energy, water purification, flood mitigation 

and places for recreation, education, creative thinking, health and wellbeing. Protecting and 

enhancing this stock of natural capital, which includes our air, land, water, soil and 

biodiversity and geological resources is fundamental to a healthy and resilient economy. It 

supports sectors such as agriculture, forestry, fisheries, tourism, renewables, construction 

and many other sectors.  

 

In planning for the future, the development that meets the needs of the present must be 

undertaken in a manner that shall not compromise the ability of future generations to meet 

their own needs, in other words our strategy must embrace the concept of sustainable 

development as a key principle. It follows that, in planning for the future, we should look 

beyond the need to protect people from threats in their environment to considering how we 

can protect, conserve and manage our landscape and it’s natural, built and cultural assets, 

so that its potential is fully realised for the benefit of all.  

 

Our region has a major opportunity to play a leading role in Irelands adaptation to climate 

change through the utilisation of our natural assets and networks.  The Northern and 

Western Region is a natural place that contributes the least amount of CO2 emissions 

overall compared to the other regions and it has the highest proportion of carbon sinks, or 

areas which can remove CO2 from the atmosphere, such as bogs and large areas of 

forestry. 

 

Our Landscape 
 

The landscape of the Northern & Western Region is internationally renowned for its 

Mountain Ranges, dramatic coastline, beaches and inland waterway networks, including the 

Shannon, and Corrib. The Region is home to half of the State’s National Park’s, with many 

other outstanding assets, including 24 Blue Flag Beaches, Forest Parks, Trails, and a 

growing number of established Greenways, and Blueways, with additional projects in 

development. The growth in domestic, and oversea’s visitor numbers to the region’s Natural 

Heritage assets illustrates that there is merit in continuing to develop the potential of these 

assets, while ensuring their intrinsic value is retained, and enhanced.  

 

Ireland signed and ratified the Council of Europe’s European Landscape Convention (2000), 

a treaty that came into effect in 2004. It recognises the importance of all landscapes, and not 

just exceptional landscapes, as having a crucial bearing on quality of life and as deserving 

attention in landscape policy. It established that the general framework for protecting the 

landscape is the responsibility of the State. 
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Ireland has since published the National Landscape Strategy for Ireland 2015 – 2025 (Dept. 

of Arts, Heritage & Gaeltacht),  It sets out the aim of developing a National Landscape 

Character Assessment (LCA), which will include guidelines, to be followed by Local 

Authorities developing Landscape Character Assessments of their local area or at intra local 

authority level, building on the National Landscape Character Assessment and using the 

associated Guidelines. It is important for this region that there is a more consistent approach 

to landscape characterisation and amenity protection measures applied to similar 

classifications across the region.  

 

Objective 
 

 Protect, manage and conserve the quality, character and distinctiveness of our landscape 

and seascape. 

 The Assembly supports co-operation and co-ordination between local authorities in 

determining landscape character along their borders. A targeted review should be 

undertaken to ensure consistency in classification and policy in adjoining areas of similar 

character. The NWRA will assist in collaboration and co-ordination.  

 Development Plans to protect important views and prospects and special amenity areas, 

to facilitate passive enjoyment of the landscape. 

 

 

Our Natural Heritage:  
 

The natural heritage of the region presents significant opportunities that requires careful 

management and conservation of species in their natural habitats. It requires a strategic 

approach to ensure the adequate conservation of habitats where many of our plants and 

animals live. To succeed in conserving our native species, we need the support of 

landowners and people who use or visit the land. Habitats and species are conserved 

through designation of conservation areas as is required of us under European and national 

legislation.  

 

The National Parks & Wildlife Service (NPWS) at the Department of Culture, Heritage and 

the Gaeltacht (DCHG) is responsible for the designation of conservation sites in Ireland.  A 

significant area of the Region is subject to conservation areas, including SACs, SPAs, NHAs 

or proposed NHAs and it is important that the RSES ensures that this strategic approach to 

the management and conservation of our assets is promoted and the benefits to be accrued 

are harnessed sustainably. These site designations are informed by:  

• European Birds Directive (EU/409/EEC).  

• European Habitats Directive (EU/92/43/EEC)  

 

The region also hosts extensive areas of peatlands, which are of high biodiversity value. 

This includes a network of raised bogs that present bog restoration potential, which will help 
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Ireland meet its biodiversity targets including targets in the EU Habitats Directive and the 

National Biodiversity Action Plan. Cutaway peatland has the capacity to develop high 

biodiversity value habitats with a mosaic of wetlands, heathland, grassland, scrub and 

woodland.  The re-wetting and the development of new wetland habitats also has the 

potential to reduce Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions from these lands and eventually 

develop new Carbon sinks, helping Ireland to achieve its GHG emission targets.  

 

In 2016, the EPA published a report, (Ireland’s Environment, An Assessment 2016) which 

confirms the overall quality of the Country’s Natural Environment as ‘good’ in comparison to 

most other countries. It also identifies challenges in respect of environmental protection in 

general and specifically identifies issues within our region, which include air quality, water 

pollution (including lakes and rivers), and waste 

pollution.  

 

Locally such issues can have major impacts 

upon the quality of life of communities and 

indeed the reputation of the local environment.  

The environment and our health and wellbeing 

are inextricably linked and we need to look 

beyond simply protecting people from threats in 

their environment to considering how the 

environment can deliver a much wider range of 

social, economic and environmental benefits. 

 

Objectives 
  

 Ensure efficient and sustainable use of all our 

natural resources, including inland waterways, peatlands, and forests in a manner which 

ensures a healthy society, and a clean environment for all.  

 Conserve and protect designated areas, including archaeological, architectural and 

natural heritage character. Conserve and protect European sites and their integrity.  

 Develop awareness and create greater appreciation of the benefits of our natural heritage, 

including on the health, wealth and well-being of the region. 
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Cultural Heritage  
 

Our distinctive Cultural Heritage is a key asset that presents a competitive advantage to the 

region in encouraging economic activity. It has an enviable international reputation arising 

from the quality and originality of music, theatre, film/video, visual arts, literature, native 

language, song and dance. This is reinforced through our archaeology, historic buildings and 

streetscapes, while the considerable infrastructure that has been created to facilitate their 

enjoyment by the public, such as in Libraries, theatre’s and museum’s, is a source of 

employment for many thousands of the region’s inhabitants. 

 

National Investment Priorities for cultural heritage and the Gaeltacht are set out in the capital 

investment plan ‘Investing in our Culture, Language & Heritage, 2018 – 2027’ which delivers 

on Project Ireland. The plan includes a commitment to spend €1.2bn over 10 years, which is 

prioritised in 3 areas, which are Culture, Heritage and language and the Islands. It is 

designed with three broad objectives:  

1. To greatly enhance cultural participation for all our people; 

2. To promote and celebrate Ireland as a centre of cultural excellence, a source of rich 

natural and built heritage and the home of one of Europe’s oldest and richest languages; 

and 

3. To ensure that we reap the economic rewards of our rich resources of cultural creativity. 

The protection and enhancement of our culture and heritage is critical in ensuring that our 

cities, towns, villages and rural areas are attractive and sustainable places for people to live, 

work and recreate. Our culture and creativity is a key element in contributing to the regions 

economic and social development, with arts and culture providing a robust social 

infrastructure that underpins our sense of wellbeing.  Our heritage plays a major role in 

creating and sustaining community cohesion, collective wellbeing, and instilling a deep 

sense of belonging, whilst our language is fundamental to our identity and to our expression 

of ourselves as a distinct people. 

 

Our region is celebrated for its cultural heritage, influenced by the region holding two of the 

three largest Gaeltacht Area’s in the Country, in Connemara, Mayo and West Donegal 

where the speaking of the Irish language is most prolific. This presents the region with a 

unique value proposition that must be protected and conserved through actions such as the 

development of Language Plans. This is provided for within the Governments ‘20 year 
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Strategy for the Irish Language (2010 – 2030)’, with Language Plans for 26 Area’s across 

the country now at various stages of preparation in delivering on this Strategy.  

 

This presents the opportunity across our Region to boost the spoken language, both within 

and outside the Gaeltacht area, and facilitate greater use of the language, through a whole 

series of interventions in both the community (voluntary) sector, and the state sector. It is 

through the language planning process that support services and facilities will be provided, 

in a systematic and integrated manner, to the Irish language as the community and family 

language in the Gaeltacht.  Similar supports will also be provided in areas outside of the 

Gaeltacht where there exists a strong community support for the Irish language. This will 

enable the Irish language to present the region with a unique selling point when businesses 

are attempting to achieve a competitive advantage in the market.  

 

There are 7 Gaeltacht Service Towns (See table? ) within or adjacent to Gaeltachts and they 

play a significant role in the delivery of public services, leisure, social and commercial 

amenities to Gaeltacht communities and provide a vital lifeline to them. This Statutory status 

bestows particular recognition to the towns in which services are provided to a Gaeltacht 

area and requires that a language plan be prepared for the town, with the community, the 

voluntary sector and the public and private sectors all working together to support the Irish 

language.  

 

Table ? : Gaeltacht Service Towns – map them? 

Contae/County Baile/Town 

Dún na nGall Leitir Ceanainn/Letterkenny 
An Clochán Liath/Dungloe 
Baile Dhún na nGall/Donegal Town 

Maigh Eo/Mayo Béal an Mhuirthead/Belmullet, 
 Baile an Róba/Ballinrobe 
Caisleán an Bharraigh/Castlebar 

Gaillimh Cathair na Gaillimhe/Galway City 

 

 

 

Objectives 
 

 Promote, enhance and protect the linguistic, cultural, and heritage value of our Gaeltacht 

Communities  

 Develop the Gaeltacht brand as a tool to provide competitive advantage.   

 Support the provision of low-cost, shared workspaces for cultural sector; 

 Promote the provision of training, education and professional development opportunities 

for the cultural sector; 
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 Support the provision of adequate broadband capacity that enables the further 

development of the vibrant film/video and digital media sectors in the region in particular 

and that facilitates collaboration between cultural sector practicioners - regionally, 

nationally and internationally; 

 Support the provision and/or upgrade of cultural facilities (Eg. multi-purpose arts centres, 

theatres, galleries, libraries, museums etc ) where the public, and visitors to the region, 

may enjoy and participate in cultural activities, with particular priority given to the City of 

Galway, Regional Centres of Letterkenny and Sligo, Regional Towns and to Gaeltacht 

Towns. 

 Support and assist the formulation and implementation of Irish Language Plans through 

the lead agency, Udaras na Gaeltachta, across the Gaeltacht areas and within Gaeltacht 

Service Towns, as defined under the Gaeltacht Act 2012 

 

Built Heritage  
 

The Region has a rich and varied built heritage that reinforces our sense of identity, 

contributes to regional landscape character and fosters our sense of place and wellbeing.  It 

includes vernacular buildings, formal architecture (such as elegant country houses and 

estate buildings), industrial heritage (including old mills and historic bridges), ecclesiastical 

structures and defining elements of our cultural landscape such as dry-stone walls.  The 

conservation of our built environment contributes to the retention of a sense of continuity 

with our history and the attractiveness of our region as a place of choice to live, work and 

recreate.  The Architectural quality of our built environment, going forward, needs to place 

emphasis on a holistic approach to quality and sustainable development, having regard to 

both the environment and urban design.   

The Planning & Development Acts provide a mechanism for affording statutory protection to 

structures of special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social 

or technical interest.  However, not all structures that are of regional significance have been 

afforded protection under the Act but once protected the owners may be able to seek 

financial assistance from Government, depending upon availability of funding programmes. 

The conservation of our built environment also presents an opportunity for our region, 

through training initiatives and employment of skilled and experienced conservation 

professionals, craftspeople and tradespersons in the repair of the historic built environment. 

 

Where our National Monuments are within state ownership, the OPW has responsibility to 

ensure that their cultural attractions that are National Monuments continue to be showcased 

and are maintained and managed appropriately. Fáilte Ireland and the Office of Public 

Works (OPW) have examined which investment priorities would leverage the potential of 

National Monuments to benefit Ireland’s visitor offer and enhance the experience of all.  

Some of the primary OPW attractions within our Region (In terms of visitor numbers, 2017 – 

OPW figures) are set out in Table? below:  

Table: OPW Attractions 
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OPW Sites (visitor numbers 2017: NWRA Region) 

 
1. Dun Aonghasa, Aran Islands. (over 

100,000)  
2. Grianan of Aileach, Co. Donegal. 

(80,000) 
3. Donegal Castle, Co. Donegal (55,000) 
4. Corrowmore, Co. Sligo. (43,000) 
5. Ceide Fields, Co. Mayo. (33,000) 
6. Glebe House & Gallery, Co. Donegal. 

(28,000)  
7. Parke’s Castle, Co. Sligo. (22,000) 
8. Sligo Abbey, Co. Sligo. (17,000) 
9. Portumna Castle, Co. Galway. 

(16,000) 
10. Athenry Castle, Co. Galway. (12,000) 
11. Boyle Abbey, Co. Roscommon. 

(8,000) 
12. Newmills Corn & Flax Mills, Co. 

Donegal. (3,500)  
 

 

 

The strategic goal in the near, and medium term is to pursue, as a priority, a clustering of 

National Monument site upgrades within the catchment of our main urban areas and along 

the Wild Atlantic Way and within the Hidden Heartlands, so as to harness the rich heritage 

on offer across the Region. A programme that has been formulated (2016 – 2021) between 

Fáilte Ireland and the OPW identifies the following Heritage sites for upgrade, facility 

improvement, access enhancement etc. 

 

 The Ceide Fields, Co. Mayo.  

 North Mayo Monasteries, Rosserk, Moyne, Rathfran & Round tower at Killalla.  

 Carrowmore, Co. Sligo  

 Inis Mor, Aran Islands, Co. Galway.  

 

In addition, the Heritage Council has lead a number of cutting edge initiatives and 

programmes that invest in the heritage of our region. By way of example, Westport was one 

of three towns that was part of their pilot initiative to invest in Historic Towns and Villages, in 

collaboration with Fáilte Ireland, thereby maintaining heritage integrity and improving the 

quality of Westport for residents and tourists.  That is a specific project that merits being 

supported and replicated as an objective of this strategy. 
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Objective: 
 

 To protect, enhance and harness the potential of the Region’s Cultural and Heritage 

assets.  

 Support the conservation of the Region’s National Monuments and built heritage, being 

structures that are of special architectural, historic, archaeological, artistic, cultural, 

scientific, social or technical interest that are of Regional Significance or above. 

 The Assembly support a targeted programme of National Monument sites to be developed 

in a manner that shall enhance the visitor experience to the region and protect the 

archaeological and architectural integrity and character of such sites. Priority shall be 

given to potential clusters of sites within the catchment of our main urban centres, 

focusing upon supporting the Wild Atlantic Way and the Hidden Heartlands tourism 

brands. 

 Establish a network of Historic Towns and Villages across the region through a Regional 

Fora of stakeholders that shall be co-ordinated by the NWRA in collaboration with Local 

Authorities, the Heritage Council, Failte Ireland, the Department of Culture, Heritage and 

Gaeltacht and other relevant stakeholders. The purpose of the Fora shall be to promote 

awareness and invest in a regional network of Historic Towns and Villages, thereby 

maintaining heritage integrity and improving the quality of our historic towns and villages 

for residents and tourists. 

 Support the adaptation and re-use of heritage buildings and places  

 

 

 

Our Natural Networks  
 

In recent years, several exemplar Greenway Projects, including Mayo’s 42km Great Western 

Greenway from Westport to Achill, has supported the demand for developing a Network of 

multi-activity recreational trails for locals and visitors alike. Such facilities will significantly 

add to the overall recreational offer and present a cultural and socio-economic dividend, 

whilst adding to the health and well-being of our communities. The success of these 

networks may best be harnessed by connecting people with places of natural and built 

heritage, along lakes, canals, railway lines (used, and disused), rivers, forest trails, and 

scenic routes.  

  

Greenways 
 

A National Greenway Strategy (NGS) has been published by the Department of Transport, 

Tourism & Sport (DTTAS). The objective of this Strategy is to assist in the strategic 

development of nationally and regionally significant Greenways in appropriate locations 

constructed to an appropriate standard in order to deliver a quality experience for all 

Greenways users. It also aims to increase the number and geographical spread of 
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Greenways of scale and quality around the country over the next 10 years with a 

consequent significant increase in the number of people using Greenways as a visitor 

experience and as a recreational amenity. 

 

The NGS will provide the 

framework for the future 

development of Greenways 

and enable the best 

outcomes for state 

investment in this area.  It 

should be acknowledged that presently there are no dedicated long distance, or short 

distance, cycling / greenway routes which link Northern Ireland with the Republic. A 

Regional & intra-Regional cycleway network would support the expansion of the Western 

and Northern region as an attractive destination for tourists, potentially linking and extending 

a number of existing Greenway Projects that are in operation, or in planning on an All Island 

basis, which include the following:  

 

• The Great Western Greenway (Mayo County Council): 42km Westport – Achill. Stage: 

Operational, Constructed along disused Balfour Railway Line.  

• The Ulster Canal Greenway, (Monaghan County Council, Cavan County Council, Mid-

Ulster Borough Council, Armagh, Banbridge & Craigavon Borough Council, Omagh and 

Fermanagh District Council): 4.2km route open. Work in progress (Phase 2, Smithboro – 

Middletown, 22km, in progress – Planning Stage).  

 North-West Greenway Network (Donegal County Council and Derry County Council): 

Derry – Buncrana. Stage: At Public Consultation stage (route options). Overall route, 

32km via Tooban & Bridgend.  

 Connemara Greenway: 6km of route open, overall route 72km from Galway City to 

Clifden. Oughterard – Clifden section: Planning Permission granted.  

 

Objectives 
 

The Regional Assembly shall collaborate with Local Authorities, Failte Ireland, Waterways 

Ireland and other relevant stakeholders in developing an integrated network of Greenways 

across the region’s catchments. To support and enable the development of sustainable 

Greenway projects across the region, the NWRA will ensure to encourage and promote: 

  A network of national and regional routes, with a number of high capacity  flagship routes 

in this region, that can be extended and/or link with local Greenways and other cycling 

and walking infrastructure; 

 Greenways that provide a substantially segregated off- road experience linking places of 

interest, recreation and leisure in areas with beautiful scenery of different types with plenty 

to see and do; and 

"There is an excellent opportunity now to develop new Greenways 

in a way which can transform more rural areas around the 

country, provide a wonderful experience for visitors and locals, 

and contribute to the health of the region" 
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 Greenways of scale and appropriate standard that have significant potential to deliver an 

increase in activity tourism to the region and are regularly used by overseas visitors, 

domestic visitors and locals thereby contributing to a healthier society through increased 

physical activity; 

 Greenways that provide opportunities for the development of local businesses and 

economies, and 

 Greenways that are developed with all relevant stakeholders in line with an agreed code 

of practice. 

 

 
 
Blueways 
 

Blueways are natural recreational trails on or alongside our loughs, rivers, canals and coast 

that provide scenic routes into rural Ireland using multiple outdoor activities to navigate the 

trails. There are a number of Blueways established in the region, such as: 

 

 North West Mayo to South Galway: Keem Beach, Old Head, Inishbofin, Killary Fjord and 

Mannin Bay 

 Shannon Blueway: Drumshanbo – Carrick on Shannon – Roosky – Lanesborough.  

 Shannon Erne Leitrim: Ballinamore – Ballyconnell - Belturbet.  

 Lough Derg Blueway: Portumna – Killaloe / Scarriff.  

 Lough Ree – Lake of Kings 

Blueway associated activity: Rowing, Cycling, Angling, Boating, 

Canoeing, Sailing, Walking,  

 

 

As well as providing amenity, and touring route’s our Blueways provide opportunities for 

rural development initiatives that sustain rural communities.  

 

 

NWRA exploring financing of Greenway routes 
OUR WAY INTERREG Europe Case Study: 



 

Working Document V 10082018  13 

Objectives 
 

 To support, and facilitate the continued development of the Region’s Blueways along 

existing waterways and through the reopening of disused waterways, such as the Ulster 

Canal.  

 To promote, support and enable collaborative networks to realise the economic 

opportunities presented by Blueways. 

 

 

Case Study: Leitrim Blueway – Awaiting detail.  

 

Our Bogs & Peatways  
 

In addition to our Greenways, and Blueways, our Region has significant additional assets, 

through our bogs and peatways. Our Peatlands and wetlands are the second most 

widespread land cover type in the Northern and Western Region, covering about 25% of the 

region.   

 

The National Peatlands Strategy gives direction to our approach to peatland management 

including bog conservation and restoration.  In addition to the Peatlands Strategy, the 

National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) has also published the National Raised Bog 

SAC Management Plan which outlines the approach to be taken specifically for the 

conservation and management of the raised bog SAC sites and this also assists in informing 

the RSES.   

 

Our climate is conducive to the widespread development of bogs of different types ranging 

from the blanket bogs in the west to the raised bogs in the midlands.  The biodiversity 

supported by the different bog types varies considerably and in many cases make them 

unique within Europe, which presents a unique value proposition for our region. Active bogs 

also play an important role in combating climate change by removing excess carbon dioxide 

from the air and placing it into long term storage for thousands of years.   

 

Intact boglands are a habitat, for plants and animals, and many of these sites are currently 

designated as SACs and SPAs. Bogs are ancient landscapes, that in some area’s have 

remained untouched for thousands of years, and represent a window to our past.  

Additionally, there are areas not subject to legislative protection although they are of high 

biodiversity and conservation value and contribute to the concept of ‘green infrastructure’ 

that needs to be conserved and utilised for our health and well-being. 

There are significant areas of worked out or partially worked out bogs across the Region, 

particularly in Roscommon, Mayo & East Galway.  

 



 

Working Document V 10082018  14 

A number of these site’s lie within Bord na Mona’s ownership. Whilst the future uses of these 

sites can be best determined on a site by site basis, a number of potential uses for worked 

out bogland are identified in Bord na Mona’s publication ‘Strategic Framework for the 

future use of Bogs’ as follows: 

 

 Alternative Energy: Wind, Biomass, Solar.  

 Agriculture  

 Tourism & Amenity uses.  

 Horticulture  

 Forestry  

 Biodiversity, and eco system related uses.  

 

A key consideration for our region is to how to sustainably harness these value propositions 

so as to deliver maximum economic, social and environmental benefit to the region and 

wider afield.  

 

The future growth and infrastructure necessary to harness the potential of our region must 

be developed in a manner that ensures that the biodiversity of both intact and worked out 

peatlands is maintained and enhanced. In some cases this shall require appropriate action 

to be taken to address illegal dumping of waste material that is often associated with remote 

and wild areas such as bogs, which can lead to deterioration of these habitats and the 

unique flora and fauna they support, with obvious social, economic and environmental 

consequences. 

 

 

Forestry & Woodlands 
 

Our forestry is diverse in its 

make-up, and 

encompasses  large area’s 

of native woodland, which 

are both privately, and 

publicly owned, as well as 

company commercially planted swathes of our countryside. Coniferous forest comprises 

around 3.7% land cover type in our region, with transitional woodland-scrub making up 

approx. 4.5%.  This is below the national level of 10.7% and substantially below the EU 

average of 38%.  

 

The Region’s forests are primarily planted for their economic value but they are also of value 

in terms of biodiversity and climate change, through the sequestration of carbon in our 

forests (and bogs), recreational value and also tourism potential. 

"The Region’s forests are primarily planted for their 

economic value but they are also of value in terms of 

biodiversity and climate change, through the sequestration 

of carbon in our forests (and bogs), recreational value and 

also tourism potential" 
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Ireland’s forestry sector is striving to increase forestry cover and whilst there have been 

forestry practices that have contributed to water quality issues such as release of suspended 

solids, acidification of water courses, flooding, loss and disturbance of riverine habitat, there 

is growing concern regarding its potential impact upon rural communities.   

 

This includes concern that afforestation is having an impact upon the economic viability of 

farming practices, as land values increase beyond the economic viability of indigenous 

farming enterprises; They are seen to be adversely impacting upon community cohesion, 

with the perception that forestry is resulting in rural communities being isolated and on 

occasion enclosed by forestry plantations.  

 

These issues are not easily resolved within the landuse planning framework, as afforestation 

does not require planning permission in limited circumstances. Nonetheless, the issues need 

to be addressed if the Irelands forest industry is to meet its targets.  It is appropriate that the 

RSES provide a platform for this to be considered, through a Regional Fora/Working Group, 

thus ensuring that a framework is available to safeguard rural communities, and maximise 

the potential of forests to add value, through rural jobs, directly and indirectly and to provide 

environmental benefits to this region.  

 

Objectives: 
  

 To  protect, and conserve our designated peatlands and bogs for reasons of Habitat 

importance, amenity and Landscape value.  

 To establish a Regional Fora that shall prepare an audit of worked out Bog’s and 

peatlands within our Region and to identify strategic sites and propositions of regional 

value, including but not limited to areas such as renewable energy, tourism, biodiversity, 

climate mitigation, education, recreation and amenity.  

 A Regional Fora be established to set out a framework for sustainable afforestation across 

the Region that enables government policy to grow the sector and that addresses 

community concerns and perceptions.  

 

 

 


