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The EU Environmental Challenges
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“Europe’s environment is at a 
tipping point. We have a 
narrow window of opportunity 
in the next decade to scale up 
measures to protect nature, 
lessen the impacts of climate 
change and radically reduce 
our consumption of natural 
resources.”

Hans Bruyninckx, EEA Executive 
Director



Four environmental crisis:

- Climate crisis

- Biodiversity loss

- Resources depletion

- Pollution

 Inter-related



Climate change Biodiversity

Affects:

Natural capital: 
biodiversity loss, water 
stress, acidification, 
pollution…  

Health and well-being: air
quality, infectious
deseases, extreme
events…

Helps to:

Mitigation:
Carbon sinks (deforestation

represents 12%-15% of GHG 
emissions, LULUCF sink
decreasing in Europe)

Adaptation:
Water and air purification, 

protection against desertification
and floods, urban heat

reduction…

Climate policies and environment: interlinkages



• cleaner bathing water, drinking water
• better air quality
• much less acid rain 
• lead-free petrol 
• easy and safe disposal of old electronic 

equipment, waste management
• registration and control of all chemicals 

(REACH)
• No to single use plastics
• (Relative) decoupling of GHG emissions

and growth
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Successes of EU Environmental Policy

 Problem: Environmental pressures continue to increase
 Urgent action needed



We are facing planetary challenges
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The Global challenges: global pressures

• The world’s population is projected to grow by 
almost one third to 10 billion by 2050. 

• 140 million people are joining the middle class 
every year, putting further pressure on natural 
resources. 

• By 2050, almost 70% of the world’s population 
will be living in cities. 

• Only 50% of such urban infrastructures are built
• Increasing access to middle-class, with more 

demand for consumption

Without urgent global and national climate 
action, Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia and Latin 
America could see more than 140 million people 
move within their countries borders by 2050. 
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Climate-related issues dominated all of the top-five 
long-term risks in terms of likelihood. 

The Global Risks Report 2020



The European response
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The EU’s answer



• Coherent and systemic approach

• Integration of the different policies

• Ambitious economic and industrial agenda, 
ecologic and social  Changing production
and consumption patterns

• “Green oath to do no harm”

• Funding: Sustainable Investment Plan 
and Just Transition Fund

What is the European Green 
Deal?

“For the generation of my
children, [Europe] is an 
aspiration of living in a 

natural and healthy 
continent”

“The Green Deal is a new 
growth Strategy.”

– President von der Leyen
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A new vision 
for the Commission

The European Green Deal 

+ Do no harm principle
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A new vision 
for the Commission

Strategies already adopted

• Proposal for a Climate Law  Climate neutrality by 2050
• New 2030 climate target  At least 55% GHG emissions reduction
• Biodiversity Strategy
• From Farm to Fork Strategy
• New Circular Economy Action Plan
• Hydrogen Strategy
• Methane Strategy
• Offshore Strategy
• Renovation Wave
• Energy System Integration Strategy
• Zero Pollution Action Plan (in 2021)
• Forest Strategy (2021)
• Etc…

 Time to implement!!!



Waste 
Management 

C
o
n
s
u
m
p
t
i
o
n
 

S
e
c
o
n
d
a
r
y
 

r
a
w
 

m
a
t
e
r
i
a
l
s

A new vision 
for the Commission

Strategies already adopted

• Proposal for a Climate Law  Climate neutrality by 2050
• New 2030 climate target  At least 55% GHG emissions reduction
• Biodiversity Strategy
• From Farm to Fork Strategy
• New Circular Economy Action Plan
• Hydrogen Strategy
• Methane Strategy
• Offshore Strategy
• Renovation Wave
• Energy System Integration Strategy
• Zero Pollution Action Plan (in 2021)
• Forest Strategy (2021)
• Etc…

 Time to implement!!!



15

The European Green Deal Investment Plan and Just Transition 
Mechanism (14/1/2020)
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The European Green Deal Investment Plan and Just Transition 
Mechanism (14/1/2020) 

The Just Transition Mechanism is specifically targeted at the regions that will 
be most affected by the transition. This will make sure that the transition 
towards climate-neutrality works well for everybody.

Helping address the social and economic effects of the transition, focusing on 
the regions, industries and workers who will face the greatest challenges, and 
mobilising at least €100 billion, through: 

• Financial support

• Transition plans

• Attractive conditions for public and private investors

• Technical assistance 

Enabling instruments



Green Deal as a COVID-19 recovery strategy

• The Green Deal is our growth strategy, and therefore
also our recovery roadmap

• Additional incentives:

Recovery and Resilience Facility 
(€672.5 billion: 312.5 grants/360 loans)

• Based on national plans, with EC 
recommendations

• Coherent with Green Deal (min 37%) and 
the digitalisation objectives (min 20%)

 Based also on « do no harm » principle

• Combining reforms and investments plan



One example: Circular Economy

18



Circular economy and industrial policy

The challenge
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The Circular Economy concept



Circular economy employment:
• >4 million workers
• 2012-2016: +6%

Recicling and use of
secondary raw materials =
constant growth

Recycled materials= 12% of
raw materials demand

Moreinfo

Repair, reuse and recycling:
• €147 billion added-value
• €17. billion investment

Economic impacts of the CEAP 2015



A new industrial policy based on the circular economy
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A new Circular Economy Action Plan to help 
modernising the EU’s economy. 

• Efforts focus on resource-intensive sectors such as: 

• The new Circular Economy Action Plan will include a sustainable product 
policy that will prioritise reducing and reusing materials before recycling 
them.

The response



A new industrial policy based on the circular economy
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• Empower consumers: Action to address green claims and to 
provide reliable, comparable and verifiable information. 

• Propose legislative reforms tackling waste and boosting the 
market of secondary ware materials. 

• Measures to encourage businesses to offer and to allow 
consumers to choose reusable, durable and repairable 
products. 

• Harness the digital transformation for monitoring and 
optimising how energy and natural resources are used. 

The response



Renovation Wave: Integrated Vision

Energy 
Efficiency

Affordability

Climate
neutrality,

digital
transition, 

renewables
Life-cycle 

thinking and 
circularity

Health and 
enviromental

standards

High
architectural 

quality
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Time to implement!

Role of national, regional and local administrations, 
as well as stakeholders, key.

RRF as a big opportunity
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THANK YOU!


