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EU Biodiversity Strategy: Where to find it…. EU Biodiversity Strategy – key links

The EU Biodiversity Strategy
• https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/biodiversity-strategy-2030_en
• EC Communication COM(2020) 380 final: EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 and Annex
• EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030

Policy areas
• Nature and biodiversity

Connected strategies
• European Green Deal
• EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020
• Farm to Fork Strategy

Documents
• Advocacy Toolkit for Nature
• Questions and Answers: EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030

Factsheets
• Bringing nature back into our lives – EU 2030 Biodiversity Strategy
• Economic impact of biodiversity
• From farm to fork: Our food, our health, our planet, our future
• EU Green Deal: Benefits for farmers
• How the future CAP will contribute to the EU Green Deal
• EU Biodiversity strategy info sheet

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/biodiversity-strategy-2030_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/communication-eu-biodiversity-strategy-2030-bringing-nature-back-our-lives_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/actions-being-taken-eu/eu-biodiversity-strategy-2030_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/topics/nature-and-biodiversity_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/strategy_2020/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/actions-being-taken-eu/farm-fork_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/advocacy-toolkit-nature_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_20_886
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/fs_20_906
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/fs_20_907
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/fs_20_908
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/fs_20_909
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/fs_20_910
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/eu-biodiversity-strategy_en


Biodiversity and the Green Deal Acting local.....

1. Global case for change  – an 
interconnected crisis

2. Where we are now
– State of Nature
– Pressure driving breakdown
– Policy response: biodiversity as part of 

total strategy
3. Choosing the future that people want…. 

Mainstreaming Nature as part of recovery
– Better Places
– Competitiveness
– Collaboration 



Global case for change Nature is core to our future

• Nature loss is systemic, structural, 
inter-connected

• Species extinction rate since 1950 = 
20% of all species to go extinct in a few 
decades 

• Trajectory towards 6th mass extinction 
since life evolved on Earth

• Degradation of land and marine 
ecosystems impacts 3.2+ billion people 
and 10% global GDP

• Post-2020 climate action NDCs are 
inadequate to stay below 1.5-2.0°C
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IMPACT

LIKELIHOOD

Ecological disruption -
C21st most under-
estimated security threat

World Economic Forum: 
Global Risks Reports, Since 2018… 



Nature is core business for our future
The Economics of Ecosystems and 
Biodiversity

• New economics – The Dasgupta 
Review - the economy is internal to 
nature…

• Circular business models
• Green investment finance – carbon, 

biodiversity, ecosystem services
• ESG investment - NTMA Irish Sovereign 

Green Bond x3 oversubscribed 



Planetary Health One Health

• Nature loss driving zoonotic disease 
transmission

• Climate change the single biggest 
threat to human health

• Nature-based social prescribing to 
improve health-related quality of life

• Contact with nature reduces anxiety, 
depression, and other mental health 
symptoms



Where are we now…. Biodiversity - A whole system issue

• Pressures driving planetary 
breakdown

• The State of Nature
• Policy response: biodiversity as part 

of total strategy



Pressure 1.6 Earth’s…

• Land Use + Land Use Change + Forestry 
(LULUCF), especially agriculture 

• Humanity’s consumption of Earth’s 
regenerative capacity has grown from 
∼ 73% (1960) to 170% (2016) 

• Pollution
• Financial flows in a linear economy = 

human demand > Nature’s supply



The State of Nature Ireland

• 14% species assessed in Ireland are under 
threat of extinction

• 2/3 bird species are of conservation concern
• 1/3 wild bee species are threatened with 

extinction
• 85% of internationally important habitats are 

‘unfavourable’ with 46% demonstrating 
ongoing declines 

• Marine environment impacted by 
development and pollution, few Marine 
Protected Areas (<3% area)

• And, currently 14 open infringement 
cases against Ireland involving EU 
environmental law



Global decade of restoration

• Paris Agreement – coupling LULUCF 
and Agricultural emissions

• 2021 UN Year of Impact
– Biodiversity COP15
– Climate change COP26
– UN Food Systems Summit

• Making nature part of the solution

Response



Response European Green Deal

• Public voice
• Political choices of the new EU 

Presidency 
• Growing Irish public understanding and 

concern for biodiversity, just like the 
rest of Europe (Eurobarometer)



Response Nature-based solutions 

• “Mainstreaming”
• Green Deal related policy instruments

– Farm to Fork Strategy
– Climate Law
– EU Circular Economy Action Plan
– EU Sustainable Finance Plan
– EU Water Framework Directive 
– Marine Strategy Framework Directive 

• Policy coherence – CAP….
• Policy effectiveness – Member State 

implementation…..



Response Biodiversity Strategy headlines

Key commitments:
1. Increase EU’s protected area network to 30% 

of  land and sea by 2030.
2. Increase strictly protected areas from 3% on 

land and 1% at sea to 10% for both by 2030. 
3. To effectively manage all protected areas.

Key proposals 
1. EU Restoration Plan, with binding targets to 

restore healthy and resilient ecosystems
2. Prioritised Action Frameworks (PAFs) for 

funding needs for the Natura 2000, green 
infrastructure and restoration action in each 
Member State

3. New biodiversity governance framework to 
address implementation



Choosing the future that people want….
Green Deal:
Mainstreaming Nature as part of recovery 

1. Better Places
2. Competitiveness
3. Collaboration 



Natural recovery Better Places

• Deliver on nature designations, protection 
and management commitments

• Enable bog restoration in NHAs and the 
cessation of turf cutting 

• Help make space for nature on all farms 
and shift in farm business models

• Recognise co-benefits with biodiversity 
restoration in other sectors (eg carbon 
stores, soil erosion and water pollution; 
flood risk, physical health and mental 
wellbeing)

• Marine Protected Areas as soon as is 
practicable and to achieve 30% coverage 
by 2030



Natural recovery Competitiveness

• Ambition for quality - Ensure 
environmental compliance at all levels of 
society, from Government to individual 

• Engage with the private sector on 
profitable business models that deliver 
benefits for biodiversity throughout value 
chains

• Public procurement and investment as 
leverage for more and better private 
investment 

• R&D - leverage interdisciplinary EU 
Framework Programmes



Nature as part of recovery Collaboration 

• All-Ireland (data & knowledge base, invasive 
species, pollinators, Env Pillar, National 
Biodiversity Forum) 

• NESC Shared Island Consultation: Climate and 
Biodiversity Challenges and Opportunities 

• Convene progressive and unlikely partnerships
• Incubate new collaborations via project funding 

and in-house support
• Facilitate community engagement and grassroots 

involvement (eg community leadership capacity, 
research, development resources)

• INTERREG – eg Cooperation Across Borders for 
Biodiversity (CABB),and  Collaborative Action for 
the Natura Network (CANN) – upland, peatland, 
wetland restoration



Biodiversity and the Green Deal Whose future?

• What does “act as if the truth is real” 
look like?
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